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/ J.F • ••• • where you were born and when? 

P.T. Ja, in fact I - I was born in Johannesburg in the township called West­
ern Native Township - I was born in 1950 on the 15th. October. 

J . F . So you were born in Western Native Township and you grew up there? 

P.T. Yes, I grew up there , but only for a short while because from there -
in fact I was born in 19 50 and the people w·ere started to be removed 
from that area eight years thereafter - that ' s as from 1 58 , ' 59 , but 
they were forced actually in the 1961 , • 62 , so I mean I was still very 
young that time , because I was only 11 , 12 years . 

J .F . And where did you get removed to? 

P . T . Well , you see , my family - my , you know - ,,e usually grow with our 
grandfather - I mean grandparents , so my mother got a house in Rock­
ville , which is Soweto , and where they were actually forcing the people 
from Western Native Township to move to - well , some people went to 
Meadowlands , but my grandparents they left earlier in the ' 50s - I think 
1 56 they went to Orlando West - that ' s where I grew- I grew up more 
or less in Orlando West . 

J .F . And what were your - did your grandparents or yq,ur parents have any 
politics? 

P.T . No , not really , but my mother, yes - from my mother ' s side , yes , they 
were political , especially my own mother in fact even up to now where 
she ' s staying - she moved from Rockville to stay in - actually she 
bought a farm in - in Everton , which is called Small Farm - it ' s in 
Vereeniging, and there I think people were still owning the land, you 
know, the - the title deed that she - you know, the - the land - the -
the plot she bought she bought together with the land - in other words , 
she • s owning the land and {?) in a white area, so now people were also 
forced there at a certain time . 

J . F . Forced off the land? 

P.T . Yes , to remove them away from the land when they were building the new 
township in Vereeniging called Sebokeng, so that ' s why my mother I mean 
with the experience she had from Sophiatown , the experience she had 
from Western Native Township , and I mean as a young woman they actually 
stayed in - in - in Sophia before going to Rockville - that ' s why now 
the younger people were leaving first, but apparently she got a , you 
know - a way out to get a plot in - in - in a small to'Wll - at Small 
Farm in Vereeniging, so when she was there obviously she - she - she 
had seen before that if people don ' t resist, then they will be uprooted 
of - out of thed. r land - she was -

They formed committees together with the other people there , and she 
became the secretary of that committee of, you know, the - what do you 
call them - residents - you know, those people who are holding title 
deeds , residential committee - she has been secretary for a long time , 
and she has always been communic ating with the lawyers on behalf of 
the people , together with the other members of the committee , and so 
up to now, you know, they have been resisting, and fortunately for them, 
they did not get , you know, high-handedness like the other areas , but 
some people had been tricked out of the land - some people have lost 
and have seen that actually the threats were deceiving them because the -
up to now they have los t , and those who remained they realise that( • • • 
• •• • ••• •• ••• ) paid some (?) you know, dividend because they are still 
holding their land, very big land, you know, very big plots . 
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P.T. You can even have, you know - some people are even building more houses 
in their own plots to, you know - as landowners, you know, to hire to 
other people . 

J.F. So she still has her land now? 

P .T . She still has the - the land there . 

J.F. So do you think that helped to politicise you, seeing her struggles? 

P.T. Partly, you know, I mean because my mother she has always been talking 
to us as children , you know, because I - on the other hand I lost my 
£ather whilst we were very - very young, very tender, so she struggled 
with us , so whatever problem she had, you know, she will tell us so 
that we should understand - i£ there ' s nothing, then we know there ' s 
nothing because , you know, there ' s no money, so you know, it's not like 
somebody who have been hiding a problem - then when we don ' t understand 
what is happening - so she has been telling us that time (?) well , nor­
mally it means there won ' t be any food - I don't have this , it means 
there won ' t be any books - I don ' t have tnis , that means there won ' t 
be anything , you see , so that we should be able , so partly that played 
a role too to politicise us , and they used - she used to talk about 
things they were doing in Western - you know, the Freedom Square - how 
Mandelas and the other people used to give them speeches there . 

So I - I would say that I was lucky that £rom my own upbringing there 
was some politicisation that was done direct £rom home , and that ' s why 
even my political understanding started at a very, you know, younger 
age at that time , because many people I mean in the • 6os - • 63 , • 64 , 
1 65 many people were not actually knowing , especially our generation 
there was that gap where they were saying it - it ' s a lull - but with 
me that thing has always been building up because even when my grand­
mother - my grandparents were staying there - there are people around 
there who l'lere involved in politic s . 

For instance , we had Elias Motsoaledi , who stays in that area - we ' ve 
got another Elias Mathe , who - who is there - he - he's also outside 
here , who also stayed - he was sharing the double - ·you know, my grand­
parents • double - in Orlando West they were sharing with these people , 
so sometimes when we were there , because we were growing with my grand­
parents - I was growing under my grandparents - when you got problems 
you go to our mother to ask £or money or something, but we were act ­
ually virtually staying with my grandparents , you see . 

So we were seeing how the police were raiding the people in - in our 
neighbour , because we were sharing a double , so i£ they raid a double 
they can ' t avoid us because we are one double - you know the doubles 
in Soweto where you are having one house , but it's divided into two , so 
i£ they raid the other side , automatically they had to raid the other 
side , so they used to raid the whole block, so in that way now we were 
seeing, you know, l'lhat was said this side and what I was hearing that 
side , it was making sense , you see , so that ' s why now we were - £rom 
my, you know, growing we - you lm.ow, we - we had that thing - that ' s 
why, amongst other things , even at school , you know, when we - I was 
doing my high school at 60 - at 1966 I was doing my Form One - I was 
schooling with Mandela ' s kids - I was schooling with Mothopeng' s kids , 
and I was school with - and that ' s - that school , Orlando West - I mean 
Orlando High is an area where some o£ these leaders were coming £rom, 
you see , so in - in actual £act even the area itself, you see , is -
slightly it had that, and there was also - whilst we were doing J i now 
in 1968 , there were people £rom our school who were having some polit­
ical discussions with Ma Winnie and so forth, and they were trying to 
drag us into those politics , and they were arrested in 1968, you know, 
in - at our school . 
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. P.T. So obviously you can see that, you know, I paved my - my thinking just 
moved a particular line, you see - I mean even, you know, being - be-

coming too attached to my mother, you know - the things that she has 
been saying, you know, the suf'fering she was being talking about, it 
made me have that resentment, and one thing which is very surprising 
is that whilst I was hating the situation, but I never hate - hated a 
white man - that's why, you know, to me it never appealed even in the 
BC thing, even, you know, the PAC thing never appealed - as I say that 
direct right from school, where I was schooling we had PAC people, but 
they never attracted me. 

But one other thing which I - I - I would say that nearly disturbed me, 
it was tmderstanding commtmism and so forth, because they were saying 
that, you know, the people that I was admiring was more Sisulu and -
and Motsoaledi, who were from my area, but now people are just saying 
that now those were commtmists, and then that's why now I didn't want 
to - I - I - I had a problem that time that what's wrong with them being 
communist and so forth, but I knew one thing which was very good in them 
was that as communist the government was hating them, so if ever the 
government was hating them, to me was that then there's something not 
bad about them at least because the government that brings problems to 
us at least is afraid of them, so if one at least can follow them, but 
this thing of theirs of being commtmist, maybe we can see it after, you 
see, so hence now, you know -

But now with the fighting in Angola and so forth and the difference, 
then that time I was already - I mean I was already twenty-something 

I was an adult already - I was already having my own family, so I was 
already clear about politics, but I - what I'm trying to say is that, 
you know, I was lucky that I never had a problem of BC, I was lucky I 
did not have - I was never attracted by the PAC thing, you see, and I 
just admired, you kno,.,, Sisulu and the other people and - but I - also 
I never hated whites, you see, and - but I had a problem '\nth this ques­
tion of commtmism, but it - as I was growing it - I had to tmderstand 

it much better, you see, so that's how I can say that my political con­
sciousness came - I mean today (Laugh) I know more I mean - I've been 
on Robben Island, I have been studying politics and I was -

In fact even now when I was studying I was trying to - I was attempting 
(?) my Biko, and I wanted to do it in, you know, political economy, so -
because I'm more interested in tmderstanding Marxism, Leninism so - and 
when I went out of jail I joined trade unions, and actually I started 
to build up the trade unions and put a political direction towards, you 
know, working towards ideology, and even the youth themself - when I 
came out of jail, I was one of the people that formed the - the youth 
congresses - our first youth congresses formed in the - in - in South 
Africa was the Soweto Youth Congress, after a lot of discussions, and 
then we built (?) it to understand, you know, you know, Marxist, Lenin­
ist principles, and even when we were forming it we had cells to polit­
icise the youth about this - that's why the youth was starting as from 
1970 - I mean in the •8os they were already, you know, talking more 
about socialism, more - in - in a more concrete and in a - in a more, 
you know, understanding way, more than just being a slogan - it became 
reality, it became something, you know, achievable, something which has 
to be achieved by people -hence our youth from school, or those who were 
even at school and some were not yet '\'lorkers, but they more or less had 
grasped, or they're more interested in the, you know, Marxist politics, 
and we were more or less helping them to understand that, so even today 
in the trade unions that's what we are doing. 

For instance, I'm also in the education structure of my union and I -
well, my first union, which I built (?) myself, I built it within CUSA, 
and where I was trying to push for, you know, a direction that will be, 
you know, the, you know, pro, you know, the national liberation move­
ment, especially the ANC. 
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. P.T. Actually they left when I was arrested actually - they exiled themself 
when I was arrested because there were so many things - then they real­
ised that I mean anywhere (?) I might break and then give information 
to the police , so they actually left when I was arrested , but there 
were many other people who were left, like Cde . Malele - Malele was -
stays in - in - in Mapetla and he ' s an old , you know, staunch member 
of the movement , and I learned after that he actually - that was one 
of the guys which they were trusting very much - unfortunately , when 
I was in jail he was killed , involved in the - in our structures . 

At one time he was detained and 24 hours within that detention he was 
killed - and one other comrade whom I was involved with was Cde . Phala, 
John Phala - John Phala was also a comrade that I was working with. 

J.F. That ' s not Mapetla Mohapi? 

P.T. No , no , that ' s John Phala - John Phala is an old man . 

J . F . But Mapetla? 

P.T . Mapetla it ' s where Cde . Malele stays - he was killed - and I think other 
people that I learned after that they were part of our machinery were 
Cde . Nzanga and so forth, but - Nzanga was also a trade unionist , but 
he was also - was also killed in detention , but I mean Joe Gqabi was 
also involved, as I said. 

J . F . So you were working as a kind of courier- when were you arrested? 

P.T . 1 76 on the 31st . March. 

J . F . Before the uprisings? 

P.T. Well , the uprisings happened when I was in jail - I don ' t even know 
them - I ' m just hearing from them and now I ' m seeing them in the TVs 
and so forth - and even many students who - who got into jail at that 
time , we were actually helping them because already that time I was 
more or less clear about politic s , you see . 

J . F . So were there students involved in the ' 76 uprisings who were pro- ANC? 

P .T. Ja, some were (?) they didn ' t know what was happening , but when they 
were coming into jail , we were able to identify them that they should 
be influenced by ANC structures , because we will want to know whom were 
they talking to and so forth , and we found that some were - were - were­
had met Cde . Joe Gqabi , some had met Mandela, Winnie Mandel a and so 
forth and so on , so and comrades - the other comrades , you know, who 
were still - sometimes others I may not mention because they - they ' re 
still not known , so you know, those names you - you were able to iden­
tify them that these are our people , you see , so we started politicis­
ing them - that ' s why some when they went out of detention , they changed 
even their - their perspective , you see , and some who went into jail 
and they stayed with us after sentence , we were able to also - to give 
them a better direction . 

J . F . Who were you sentenced with? 

P . T . It - it just happened that now the time when I was sentenced I was 
sentenced with my own sister - my sister in law, Ester Maleka, but 
but when we were in jail - at that time when I was sentenced, or when 
we were sentenced, it was at the same time when the - the - the - the 
nine BPC , SASO guys were sentenced, you see , those who were arrested 
in the Frelimo rally - I actually went down with them to the Island • ••• 

J .F. Terror and (?) 
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P . T . I mean now as we know our history we know that even in - in the t 50s , 
you know, people like the - the - the - the American embassy was in­
volved in encouraging the £ormation o£ the PAC - I mean comrades were 
telling us about that , and we were challenging PAC people - I - I -
I mean I had an opportunity where I used to stay with a big, you know, 
group o£ PAC people - close to about 300 , 400 PAC people when we were 
on the Island - when I arrived they were still there , and we were dis ­
cussing this thing and we were con£ronting with some o£ these questions , 
and some they admitted that yes , they know - they are aw·are that some 
o£ the white people were being involved in the - in the organisation , 
but they believe they are not that much involved in the sense o£ in£lu­
encing them, but you know, it has been proved that even the £inance o£, 
you know, their organisation started there - even when they were meet­
ing at that Wits University , you know, where they had to go and c on­
vince Sobukwe and so £orth, you know, the - the - it was clear that , 
you know, '\ihites '\iere involved there , Americans were involved , encour­
aging, you know, a political which is unclear and as against , you know, 
class politics - I mean imperialism obviously when people are - are 
£ighting £or their liberation , they won ' t want to see them , you know, 
having class consciousness - that ' s why they will try to assist those 

that are encouraging politics that are not a danger to them. 

J . F . How many years did you get sentenc ed? 

P . T . Five . 

J.F . For what was the charge? 

P.T . The charge was £urthering the aims o£ the ANC , that is - that is - they 
put it that encouraging, assisting, supporting, in£luencing or coercing 
people to go £or military training, 'dth the aim o£ sort o£ overthrow­
ing the government - and there were some people anyway who were exhib­
ited as the , you know, people who were supposed to go there - un£ort ­
unately they - they '\iere intercepted on their way out o£ the country. 

J . F . So who ' s your wi£e t s £ather? 

P . T . That ' s Uriah Maleka. 

J .F. So you married Ester' s sister? 

P . T . Ja, younger sister. 

J . F . Would you say that you got politically involved through black people 
only, or was there any time in your underground structures that you dealt 
with whites in any way , or Coloureds or Indians , or was it really just 
with A£rican people? 

P . T . Ja, with whites I only met them in the £orm o£ messages , like you know, 
when sometimes you were £rom Botswana, they will give you a message , 
then you give it to a white comrade - then you don 1 t kno'\i what role is 
he playing - and then sometimes you - you meet some people - say , maybe 
we are going to have a meeting somewhere , then you just see somebody 
o££ering you a car, and maybe he ' s driving you there , you are not ask­
ing him any question - then you see that now this - this is a comrade 
whether be Indian or white , because I mean in our meetings - even some­
times meeting - where we are holding meetings - sometimes you are hold­
ing meetings in houses whether (?) some houses were Indian houses and 
sometimes , as I say , £inance - sometimes you- you1 11 be told that some­
body ' s going to give you the money £or this thing, so like say, £or in­
stance, when I was going and then I wanted petrol , then I will be told 
that go at this particular place and then you ask £or so-and-so , then 
you get your parcel there. 




















