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ADDRESS . TO THE P~.!_ OF ~-~JJ'1BA~WA . BY _T!Qd 

PRESIDENT OF P.Fo(ZAPU) DR JOSHUA M. NKOMO 

CITY ST.\ DIUM BU:.,A\JAYO. 
--~-.-.!...--,~ -·-···~--

Country men, Comrade~ ~nd Friends 9 I address you on a unique and impor- ­
tant occassior:i in the hist:)ry of our cm~n.try. I am not addressing 
P.F (ZAPU) ksupporters alone , I a m a ddressing the country as a whole. 

Recent events in our country have left each and ever family astounded. 
\~ere it not for the maturity and d j_ scipJ . .i.ne exercised by the PF (Z.APU). 
leadership and supporters . 1ve 'vould not' be gathered h ere this morn­
ing. The country would have been in f~_ames. \'le did not fight for 
decades to bring Zimbabwe t o flames aft er our hard won independence·. 
Our sons and daughters, fathers and mo ·:~hers 9 sistel'S and brothers, 
aunts and uncles, nepne\<rs and ~ieces chd not shed t heir blood, for a 
section of our people, but for Zimbabwe a s a whole. We fought as one 
people~· we died as one people, we liberated Zimba bwe as one people. 
We did not fight to liberate Zimbabwe as tribal or regional groupings. 
For indeed, if it were so, Zimbabwe would still not be bo'rn. -\!lhat 
really has happened to plung our country into the brink of chaos? 

It alJ. started with discov ery of a cc.tc::-1e of a rms i n one of Ni tram Is 
famrs Ascot a few miles West of Bulav.,ayo . This discovery was followed 
by a display of these arms to the press on the 6th February by Ermmiso~ 
Munangangwao 

The following day allegaticns were me.de against me and the Party P.F 
~ZAPU) by Robe:."'t Mugabe a t a rally i E Ho::."'t o;:-1. He alleged that I and 
the party had ca ched these arms f or che purpose o:f ov erthrowing his 
Government. He further allE;ged tha t I had earlier conspired with 
South African Generals using Genera J \ia.1ls as an i nt e:trl1Bdiary. All f 
these allegations were a pack of l:.. e s and Robert Mugabe knovvs it. From . 
that day on Mugabe took pleasu re in i n s ulting me as a person calling 
me names·, questioning my sta t -cis as a' l c~~ ader in this country at all his 
televisG rallies for a lmo s-1:: t wo we eks. 

But who is this man Muga b e Po1itically ? Sow did he become political 
leader anO. when, wha t par t ipf act d .i:d h e p l ;"1y i n our country 1 s libera­
tion struggle. I do not i ntend to .i_l:.:m :'_ -~ Comrade I>lL.::.gabe and will not 
do so. I will just g i ve you har d fac-t.::: of the si tua t i .on t o answer 
insults on me and the Par ty I represe;J.t, i n fact t he p eople I l ·ead, and 
those who respect me j 1..:s t as e. p er son e To ar~s~::er t~ese questions let 
us turn to a brief h!hstory o f our liber a tion sturggle since occupation, 
that is, from 1890 to 1980 . Our p eople I'ought as one in the initial 
war against British Coilionia l i s t in 189·.< -· 93. f!fuey fought Btgain as 
one in 1896 - 1897. lVIugabe wa s . not there ~ Nor was L 
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The struggle took various forms from there on. In 1920s men like 
Masotsha Ndlovu and others waged the struggle as ICU. A number of 
other organisations sprang up in the country , Mugabe wa s -not there. 
nor me. In the,l930s - 40s the ANC (African National Congress ) l ed 
by men like Rev Samkange and others perssued the struggl e. , Although 
the aims and objects of these or ganisati ons were ill-defi~ed~ non 
the less t~ey made their makr towards the liberation of our country . 

In 1947 I was elected President of the ANC (African National Congress) 
We continued the work done by our predecessors and made our marx . 
Mugabe was not there. In the early 1950s I was el ected Preside:r:.t o£ 
the Railwf-1y¥sEmployes Association and later made ist Secl--etary Gene:-e..l . 
In the mid 50s still Secreta ry General of Railways Employes As socia-· 
tion and President of the ANC, I was elected President of ·che Feciera-~­
tion of African Trade Unions. l\'Iugabe was not there.. 1ile 8xp erj_e::J.c ed 
great difficulties because of the non recognition of Black Tr ade 
Unions but all the same we made progr~ss. 
= 
I took part as a leader of the o~d ANC in the struggle agains t t he 
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. Mugabe was somewheEe t eachin0 
in Ghana. In 1956 there w·as formed an African Youth League by men 
like Jame~ ' Chikerema, J.Z Moyo, George Nyandoro, Joseph Msika and 
others. Robert Mugabe was not one of them. 

' . 
We who lead the old ANC continued with our work a ssessing the c,ood 
work that the Youth League was doing. In 1957 t ogether \\7-:_ t h the '"out h 
League we formed a re-vitalised African National Congl··ess (ANC ) I was· 
elected its president. Robert Mugabe was not there . l n 1958 I was 
sent by Congress to Ghana to attend a meeting of the Al 1 Afri cnYJ 1?co-· 
ple' s Conference where I was chosen to be a member of its s t ee!'ing 
Commit tee representing Central and Southern Afri ca . Robert Iviugabe 
was not there . 

The ANC Spearhead the struggle so much so that the vlhi tehead Regi me 
felt threatened. This was the beginning of mass mobilisation. In 
1959 the fJ."\fC (African National Congress) wa s banned while I vvas in 
Egypt sent there to ~. represent the Congress. All the l eader s Cf :.Co:l­
gress had been a rrested and thrown in to j ail l was urged by .our :~::'i e::ldS'"', 
to open an office in Cairo in order that I may pro_flagate the pro b:i.ems 
of our countr.t, which I did. Robert Mugabe wa s not there ~ I t was 
jl;hen that I • opened another office in London travelled a J.mos t t:'lrougr.-· 
out the worl d making the ca s e of our count ry known . Robert gugabe cUd 
not f eature then . .. 
In 1960 representing Congress banned in Southern Hhodesia then T. 
managed to pla c e the problem of Southern Rhodesia on the agenda of t~e 
United Na tions fourth Committee against bitte!' opposi cion by t he 
British . Mugabe wa s not there. For the f irst time t he myth o:= r cgaTd­
ing Southern Rhodesia as a self gov erning British Col ony wa s explod€d 
an~ ~egarded by the outside world a s j ust a colony of B~itai~ suu j ect 
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to discussion by the United Nation ·Organisation. Robert Mugabe was 
nowhere near. 

In 1960 t~e people of Zmmbabwe formed the NDP (National Democratic 
Party) ·and at the inaugural meeting of the Party, I was elected its 
president in absentia. It was there that Mugabe's name was first 
known when he was co-opted as a member of Executive Committee. Jyst 
a ·member. 

Because of ~he NDP's effectiveness and the way it prosecuted the strug­
gle against the oppression anq exploitation of the masses, it was 
banned. 

The NDP leadership decided to form the Zimbabwe African Peoples Union 
(ZAPU) and vowed that in the event ZAPU is banned no other party . 
would be formed. It was agreed ZAPU would, at whatever ~ :cost, operate 
undergroung. Mugabe was part to the decision. 

I was elected ZAPU' s ,...: President and I appointed Mugabe my Publicity 
Secretary. It was at this stage that ZAPU sent its first cadres out­
side the country for military training. The struggle. was prosecuted= 
even more vigorously. 

ZAPU was soon banned. There after a handful of dissidents, by then in 
Dar-es-Salaam including Mugabe plo_tted to overthrow the elected ZAPU 
leadership. To avoid a crisis the people of Zimqabwe called for a 
Congress at- €old Comfort Farm, outside Salisbury to sett~e the "dispute" 
once and for all. The dissidents who included Mugabe, refussda to 
attend and were expelled from ZAPU by the Congress. The Congress deci*·· 
ded to form the peeple's Caretaker Council (PCC) not as another party, 
but as a Council to oversee the banned ZAPU's affairs. I was elected 
President of the PCC. Mugabe was again not there. · 

Priorer to the ban of ZAPU in 1962 I had been ordered by the· Central 
Committee of ZnPU to procmre weapons from any friendly countiy~ On 
l2th September, 196Z I brought the first ever consignment of arms to 
this country which were supplied to as by Egypt. These weapons in­
cluded 12 machine guns, 20 rifles, 100 granades and ammo. 

It was because of this and that when I returned to Tanzania in 196~ 
and continued to f .erry arms through there I was expelled from that 
country by President Nyerere. Immediately I arrived back home. I 

· was detained. Mugabe was not involved. The firts liberation-short was 
fired near Monar Pools in 1966. The second at a real battle in the 
Wankie d Game Res~rve in 1969. 

I am glad to say when I met President Nyerere ·after our re'lease from 
Pris~~'l -~ in 1974, he apologised to me and sa id he did not fully under­
stand the si-tuation in Southern Rhodesia a t that time. He at that 
time did not believe that armed struggle wa s necessary to free Zimbabwe. 

/ 
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The dissi dents, meanwhile , had decided , without the support of the 
people to -f orm ZJ\NU. The party had no branches, no dj.stricts, or pro­
vinvial sturctures. The dissidents R shared posit i ons among thems~l¥es 
and proclaimed themselves a Party in August, 1963. 

Ndabaningi Si thole became President of ZANU and I1ugabe its Secretary 
General, not leader of the Party. I n 1964 the PCC was ·banned; I and 
tl1e entire l eadersoip of PCC plac ed in detention at Gonakudzingwa, 
\\r'ha v.fha and at other centres throughout the country. Lat er I and a 
few colleagues were removed fro r:1 Gonakudzingwa and det ained in Gwelo 
and finally in Buffalo Range Prison near Chi~edzi. The handful of 
ZANU ~eadership wa s uetained at Sikombel a near Oue Que. Then in Salis­
bury Prison and finally Mugabe and t~!ree ot her s , in Que Que prison. 
Si thole and a f ew· others remained in Sal.isbury prison. 

It was in Que Que prison where Mugabe and three aof his colleagues 
whp included Enos ~~ala decided t o overthrow Ndaba~ingi Sithole from 
ZANU Presidency and installed hi:ns el f President of Z.ANU. We stayed 
in detention f or over 10 years. In 197'+ we were informed that through 
the efforts of the Frontline Presidents, a confere:::1c e had been ~ :. .. :, •. _.:., .. ~~-- ~l 

organised in Lusaka, Zambia over the problerJs of our co.UDtry. On our 
arrival in Lusaka we discovered that Mugabe had attempted to overthrow 
Ndabaningi Si thole, then Z.tu"JU President, whi1ist in detention. Si tholw 
had been elected Z!~~u president at a Congress held i n Gwelo in 1963. 
The move by Mugabe to oyerthrow Ndabaningi Si thole was not accepted by-:,; _J' 

the Frontline States... IV'rugabe and lviotcn ;~alia:.1.ga ".rho accompaned him 
was sent back home without meeting the Fr ontli ne Presidents, they called 
for Sithole who finally came. 

At the Lusaka Con~erence ZAPU lead by me, ZANU lead by ' Ndabaningi 
Sithole, Frolizi ::.: lead by James Chikerema it wa s agreed to formalite 
the ANC which was under the acting leadership of Eisho~ Abel Muzorewa. 
It was further agreed that Bishop r1uzorei1ia should continue as acting 
leader until the leadership of the ANC wa s elected i :1. Zimbabwe in J6our 
months time . Mugabe was not ther e . 

Meanwhil e~ despite the Lusaka agreement, Mugabe was appointed leader 
of Z.ANU in Maputo in 1977 by a group of 25 people most of who1p are now 
his Cabinet Ministers. 

Soon after, we formed athe Patiotic Front, I and Mugabe became its 
Co-leade:es. ZAPU and Z£;1,J worked e. s the Pat riotic Front throughout the 
balance of t he struggle until the Lancaster Houss Confe rence in 1979. 
ZPRA and ZANLA al so worked 3 S one throughout t he balance of' the strug­
gle under the banner of th~ Patriotic Front . 

We sppke at Lancaster ·with one voice as we f ought 
in the bushes arid valleys of this count ry a s one. 
sion of the Lancaster House Confer ence 1 we hwl d a 
the Patiotic Front. 

t h:coughout final . phase 
Af'ter the ~ conclu­

meeting in London as 

L-~~------~----------~~----~------~~-
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to ..... ~1 plan our stra tegy :':for the el ections . The Late Jo siah Magama 
Tongogara insisted at the rr1eeting that we were coming home and facing . 
the elections as Patrio t ic Front. ·where is he to-day? All I can 
say is, rest in peace ffilongogara. lffe shall never l et you down. 

Little did we know, when we were discussing at Lancaster that ZANU 
PF had decided to go into the elections without us . . we even qelayed 
to register for the elections waiting for a wordi from them , wlhich 
never came. What treachery! I had even t o send Comr o.de Chinamano 
to Mapu<ito, but all wa s in vain. 

When we were still waiting for the election results, we heard r'lugabe 
was in Maputo and Dar-es-Salil!.am having a meeting with General Walls, 
General Malan of South Africa and the~ British. TI1e next we heard 
from Dar-es-Salaam was that ZANU had won 57 seats before election re­
sults ; ~ ~j. were del ca red . We took it as a joke and yet the electi on 
results had been decided outs ide Zimbabwe. 

I have given you this record t o ansvreB the insults by l'viugabe. I have 
served this country a s a leader in the struggle bef ore independence 
for 33 years. Comrade Mugabe a s a top l eader of hi s group for :f 3 
years. Each of the times I wa s elected by a Congress of the people 
of ' Zimbabwe. ~ugabe to this day ha s never been placed leader of 
what ever group ·at any Congress. He is still not r ead to face a Con­
gress. of his ovm Party today . 

At our independence in 1980 I was _33 years leader of · one organisation 
or another 1 all of them engaged in liberation struggle. Comr ade Mugabe 
3 years. Exees s over Mugabe 30 years, 

Infact the leader of Zl:.NU from 1963 to 1974 when all of us became . 
.ANC was Ndabaningi Si thole. Fmnn1 197Lj. t o 1977 Si thol e off icially 
was leader of Z!:..NU in the LIIJC, Mugab.e became l eader by default in 
1977. 

I am now accused of having met General .2e"!;er Walls with a view ·~ to 
overthrow the IV"IUgabe Government . What nonsense: The only time I 
had cont act with Walls wa s when I missed him in 8. downed Viscount be­
cause he had swapped his pl ane wi th one that brought passangers to 
Kariba. The other is whe:q he missed me when his men demolished my 
house in Lusaka . 

Despite all else 9 after the elections, in an effort t o bring about 
Unity among our p eople, nnd t o co~solidate our independence, we agreed 
to join the Mugabe Government. All the 1\ssembly Poi nts .. became the 
responsibj li ty of the Joinm:.;. Military Command , b2.sed in Salisbury 
with ~gabe incharge and ErmE1ison I'-1tL."langag'IAra a s chai r:nan. I had no 
say in that set-up. No As_.sembly Point or e.rms r emaind the r esponsi-
bility of ZANU PF' or PF ZJ\.PU. .... 

• 
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I became Minister of Home /;ffairs and worked hard to ensure that our 
hard won independence becomes a reality. It is known that train 
load of ZLNLA weapons from Nozambique disappeared somewhere inside 
Zi1nbabwe. The weapons :qave have never been f ounC. or I .. eportecl . . .­
found to this day. 

I detained ZPR.A cadres, myself, who had absconded from Assembly Points, 
in an effort to r ecover hiddden arms and di d recover som, but when I . 
tried to do the same in ZANIJ,_ a r eas I met a solid wall of r esistance 
from the top hierarchy of Z/J·l'U PF. The new amraendment ' t o the allega­
tion that vre have been plating to overthrow the Government is that 
we planned .that in Lusaka. How could we have planned to over-throw 
the GoverTh~ent from Zambia when we were certain of winning the elec­
tions. We had hardly ever thought tha t e~ections r esults would be 
arrange outside the country • 

. t..fter a year as Ministers of Home Affairs, there vras a Cabinet reshuf­
fle and after some discussion I was made Minister without Portfolio , 
with some responsibility for certain aspects in the fl.d.nistry of 
Defence and the :~~Civil Service. 

I was not a member of the Joint. Military Command which continued to 
have the sole responsibility over AsseEJbly Points and all tha t hap­
pened there incl'\,lding arms. I was frow time to time asked by Mugabe 
to assist where there were problems in the Assembly Points of f or mer 
ZPP.P .. a s wa s the case · in Chitungiridza . and Nt ur:lbabe. 

On February 5 I and two colleagues J osiah Chinamano and Joseph · · · ·· 
Msika met Robert r•Iugabe at his official Residence . He v.:as ·with Edison 
Zogbvo 9 Er~mason Nunangagwa and Kumbira i Kangai. The meeting was 
at our request ·because we were getting ver y concerned by Rhbert 
Mugabe 's public sta t ements then, these stat~ments a:m.ong other things 
dealt with: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

One Party State 9 which :· .. - · l seemed to us meant "One Ell.NU PF 
Party State" with Robert Mugabe &s permanent head of that State" 

Unity; which seemed to mean uni ty between Zl'.NU I?F and PF Zli.PU 
with the PF being grafted into ZI1.NU PF while other elements 
within the population of Zimbabwe a re completely L:· ..., ignored. 
The insistance by ZANU PF on the Supremacy of Zl'~ ~F over 
the elected Parliament and Gov rnrnent of Zimbabwe which of neees­
si t y meant the supremacy of Zl:..NU ( PF) o:c·gans over the organs of 

. Government. Thes e ':c.:'::c·;l;:-' e stnt ements make ZANU PF ?arty organs 
to ignore Goverrunent organs such a s PO lic~ a r my, l aw courts and 
various other Govern~ent organs. 

We of ZAPU made it clear to Robert r1ugabe and his colleagues that 
the question o£ unity was being harJpered by ZANU PF' s approach 

\ 
) 
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to a number of issues. To mention some of t h e s e issu e we pointed out 
that the use o f Radio and TV a s propaganda machiner y of ZPJVU PF is 
viewed by us seriously. The manipula t ion of the Press by the Govern­
ment - ~for politica l purpose s does not hel p thi ngs o The '.·ray employ­
merit in the Civil Service is b eing handl ed is of grav e c oncern to 
us because it appears to us to get a job on e bas t o be~ong to the 
right politica l Party_or speak the right l angua ge at Ieast. 

The nature and meaning of r e- set tlenent seerneC. t o u s to £all far 
short of the people' s expecta t ions. One has t o take to account that 
the l and question wa s the r:1ain i ssw; underl ying our \vqr of libera­
tion. 

We were lef t wi t h t h e impr ess ion t hat ou r discv.s s i on E! had gon e well 
although one felt t hat Nugabe appeared unhappy with our approach 
to Unity as h e s aw ~i. t a s well as the qu e s-t ion of a One Party Sta te • 

. Before the me eting di smissed we IYien't5.onecl ·th,;.t v·re l:?.ad. inXo:':'~,.ation 

that the Ar my and Pol ice had inv"'~ded on~::: o=: !'J.i t r a r"1 farms . We were 
told by ;Pril7le Mi nister Iviugabe ·chGt ti:.e 1?o:J.5.cc hed ir..f'or uati0n t hat 
there were illegal o.r ms in t h e particuJ.o.r Ds.:rm. So ;.,;s left thing s 
at that an d wa ited t o be i nfo r med l ate::-- o:c the :-esults . 

To our shock and surp rise we saw on TV and heard on Ra di o tha t wea­
pons had b e en display ed by Muneng<:~.gwa to ·::;he ~ress. This vv-2.s 
:-: •••; ~~.; :eil f ollowed t h e folldlwing dny by rJI:J.gabe v s a ll e?;ation t ha t t he 
arms were .;;:• :;,:;-', ;.'k ' ··;.~ intended for a pL)t ho.· ~-: c::-~ :;d ;,y m.:; e±-:(i the PF ZAPU 
to overthrow his Gov e r mnent. , Mugabe sai d he ~~ad '' b:.'"'ol'gl!.t some people" 
in ZAPU an d ZPR!->. who r ev eal ed t l1 e an~s co:::hes to the ) olice . 

I told the press the f ollowing day t hat I and t h e Pa r ty kn ew nothing 
about the a r ms cache . I made i t p l ain that E'L'lc e the Prime Minister 
bou~ht c ertain people t o shmv him the c a ':;hes J tc·ol: j_i: the.t the ·b~ught 
and the buyer should know how t:te 3.rL~s came to bs t~1ere . One could 
n o t know whether the a r ms wer e ca ched before or 2 .. ft e r t he buying e 

I 
I must s ay I was baff l ed by t he manne:: ·.~he a rms ca.c:1e i ssue wa s 
handled by Mugabe . l\.s Minlste:r. u:rt1er h5. '-';· a ~: the t im:; , I would h ave 
expected him to have suln,.'Tioned me and con f r ont me wit h the discovery. 
I would h ave expec ted him t o enquir e deeply f r om me wheth e r I knew 
anything about t h e a r ms . I would have e:<rpected him further to have 
brdered me , i f I sai d I knnw nothing a~out t:1e P.rr.J.s 9 P.s I d j_d, t o 
a $s ist Muna ngagwa t o investigate thu whol e issu·'? before a c cu sin g me 
of plo,ting to overt hrow ~j_m as hs cL.d . l\:y'~:t.inc; o£ ~his ·vms don e . 
Infact I n eve r saw Yiu gabe a ga i n to ·c~~l5.s rl.c:.y Q 

I must empha sise that tl1.e questicn o f i.1~_ r..ga1 a.r2:10: i c:: a v 2ry s e l3ious 
matter. No Gover nment any-vrh s r e i n t~1e wc :-1cl ccul d - ~--:Jl erate i1l egal 
-: a r ms floating abou t . But the manner ·:::~i .s pP.r t i c:ula r i s sue was 
handl ed by I1o bert IVIu gabe r a i s-es many c1u estio J.s . '.Jll.y j i d I'Tu gabe or d er 

r 
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the display of arms, a security .matter, the way he did? Why did he 
make such serious allegations against me a few hour after the dis­
covery and display of the arms? Vlhy did ··he avoid meeting me and con­
front me with the whole matter? w~y did he avoit meeting the deliga­
tion from PF ZAPU? Why really did he move in such a hurricane spee~ 
on such a delicate and dangerous issue which could bring serious -con­
flict in the country? I wish I could answer all these ~questions, 
but I am unable to. 

The whole issue to me seems to be highly politically charged. The 
aim seems to be to crush me not only politically even physically~ 1 
Khat do phrases such as *hang him" "kill him" crush his hear on public 
platforms and TV's from highly placed people mean? 

It would appear people are inr.~ a desperate harry .-.to delcare a One 
Party State. Infact I can say without contradiction 11declare" a One 
ZANU (PF) Party State now. 

But I believe, it is felt before that could be don e successfully cer­
tain obstacles have to be removed. Thes e obstacles seem to be me and 
the Party I lead. It .also seems that it is thought some portion of 
the Party could be retained to help speed the process. 

I have a very strong feeling that the noise that is made by Mugabe 
that I have been ploting to overthrow his ~ -='i ·:.- "" ··.:·- gover nment i s being 
used as a cover for a real plot by Z.ANU ( PF) ·to ov ert hrow the consti tu­
tional Govern11ent they are in now and impose an unconst i t utioP..al one 
i.e., One Party State. If this infact is what they are planning to 
do, then we and all the people of this country will have no alternative , 
but , oppose them with every ~igor we have at our disposal. 

Comrades and frrends, let me assure you with all the sincerity at my 
command, that at no time have I ever contempleted to overthrow Mugabe's 
Government. If there .is any person connected "''i th the party I lead, 
that is PF (ZAPU), who did so , it was without my knowledge and support 
or that of the Party I lead . 

I believe one of the problems tha t has ha~~ted Comrade Mugabe person­
ally, possibly his Party as well, is my personal support for him and 
his Government and that of my Party which ha s been so overwhelming 

, despite my l ong years .in the struggle that he finds difficult to be­
lieve is genuine . Or is it over awe that he could not be.ar my presence 
in his Government any -,_ · : .. : ·.-~ longer. 

Whatever is the r eason, let me say \vi .th all my sincerity that I and 
ZAPU supported and continue genuinly t o support t ho.t which we 
suffered for f or many years, tha t is the independence of Zimbabww·. 

Despite all the di atribe bv Mugabe , vie on our part as P. F ZAPU tried 
to reduce tension which wa~ br ought by t he maru1er t he whol e problem 
was handled by r1ugabe . 



~ . 

On the 14th February the P.F (Z.APU) . Central Committee met to discuss 
the developments and decided to appoint a deligation of six to meet 
Mr Mugabe to discuss the whole issue. Mug~be's office was contacted 
on Monday the 15th February to :;.. ~. ·f try and arrange a meeting with him. 

Mugabe hit us on the face by banning what he called compnies connected . 
with ZAPU on the 16th February. ~~is action was followed by me being 
dismissed from Government on the 17th February together with my three 
colleagues, Chinarnano, Msika and Ntuta. We were all dismissed in 
absentia despite the fact that we were told to be on stand-by in Salis­
bury the whole day. 

On Thursday the 18th I was prevented fro1:1 leaving Salisltbry by 
Munangag'Y'm' s men, However, on the 19th I managed to leave despite 
heavy harrasment by the same young men. From that day I have remained=~ 
under close survellance. 

P.F ZAPU held another Central Corr1.rnittee Meeting on the 28th FBbruary 
in Bulawayo. At this meeting the Central Committee v.;as unanimous that 
P.F ZA?U quit the Government completely. But after serious discussion 
and close assessment of what could happen in the country if we did so, 
the Central CoL.'l.IYii ttee agreed that a ~tatusco be mainta ined, that is 
that those who have been left in Government by Mugabe be allowed to 
continue in their present positions . 

But despite all 'lie did to calm the Bi.t uation in the country the dia­
t:t:tbe continued. It was felt by the Central Cornr:::1i t t .e-e that a complete 
:pull ouot in the country might lead to \ disintrigation in some of the 
vital organs of Government such as the army the police and to some extent 
the Civil Service. That type of thing could l ead to a serious inta­
bility in the country. I would like to urge all those in these organs 
to remain in their various position for the good of our country. 
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