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THE DEVELOPMENT AND FORMATION OF THE END CONSCRIPTION
CAIPATIGN. (WESTIRIT CAPER),

Paper to be presented to the Black Sash National Conference,
Johannesburg, Merch 19874,

1. Elack Sash Resolution,

At our National Conference in 1983 we passed a resolution on
conscription and conscientious objection (Appendix i), This
igsue wae raiscd because of the provisions of the 1983 Defence
moendment Act which was then before Parlisment, Because of
the increased difficulties in supporting conscientious objection
we felt that focussing on conserdiption and working towards its
abolition were constructive and legol ways of promoting the
entire issue of conscicnce and the unjust war,

2e The Notional Conference of Conscientious ObjJectors Supnort

Groups (Durban, July 15837, y

Black Sesh members attended this conference as official delew-
getes.s The new law was thoroughly oxanined at the conference,
and it was felt that the valuable noral support given to cone-
scientious objectors must continue, but that the public needed
greater cxposure to the militarizaéimn tokking place in our
society; the practicelity of the "Dlack Sash Call", as it has
been labelled, was raiscd, Conscription was seen as a valid
and worthwhile issue to confront and the different resional
Ce0eS,Gss went hone to start working on some form of campaign,

3« Formation,

The Western Cape C,0,5.0, sct up & steering committee vhich
convened a preliminary mecting on October 3rd to arrange the
inaugural neeting of the Ind Conscription Campoipn comnittee,

e Inaugural Mocting = 17th lovenber,

The Cape Town C,0,8,G, invited 16 organisations to this meeting
(Appendix ii), Lach organisation sent a representative and an
observer, The following things were discussed snd clarified:

i) The Worlting Principles of the Fnd Conscription Committec

(Western Cape).
l, This committee is brought together on the common Under=
standing of the harmful cffccts of compulsory military
conscription and increased militarization on our lives and
our socicty,
2e The committee bolieves the SADF is active in upholding
injustice in our society,
3s The function of the committee will be to decide on and
coordinate a campaign againzt enforced conscription,
ke In order to cffcctively oppose conscription, education
should talke placc within ¢onstituent organisations as well
as the community at large.
¢ This committee will liaise with similar committces to
coordinate the campaign nationally,

1i) The Structure of the End Conscription Committec (1, Cape):
l, Iepresentation. The committee shall consist of




-
i
- = =

reproventotives of orgoulsaticns who accept the committeel!s
worlting princ¢iples as the basis for coopcration to oppose
conscription, :

2. Poucirs. The committee sholl ncke recomnendations to
membor orgonisations, through their representatives on
activitics to enzsese in, The committee shall decide as

a whole on programmes of actions and tasks to engage in to
impleoment the canpaign,

Fe meccutive, The committee shall elect an executive fron
rapregsentatlves on the committee, The Exccutive shall
inelucde: Choirperson, Vice-chairperson, Secretary, ldaison
Officer, The Bxecutive sheoll he responsible fors

a) convening regular neetings of the committee, and

b) wndertalidng any odr-inistrative tasks which may arisc,
(CoDuBulia, HeUaSaha5,, Dlock Sash and Western Province
Council of Churches ore represented on the exccutive),

5. Second liceting = Jeonuary 19th, 1984,

We had by now:clarificd seversl noints about the campaipgn:

i) Ratiocnalc of the Campalrn:
The call to cnd eonscription opens up a new opportunity for
congstructively opposing wilitarization; 1t has a nulibcr of
advantagos over sinply telking up the issue of Conscicntious
Objection:
a) The campaign has for broadzr appeal:

= everyone is affected by conscription, yet only & few arc

concerned with conscientious ouviection,

~ it draws on peoplel's rosentmont of conscription,
b) It is = legnl campeign which does not contravenc Section
121(c) of the Defence Act,
¢) It allows the opportunity for strengthening -and broadening
the alliances betweon groaps concerned with the growing nili-
tarizaticn of our socicty.
d) It has the potential for a far moroe systomatic education
and 2warcness drive than conscientious objection,
e) The initiative of the campaipgn has sidestepped the attenpt
of the Defence Amendment Lect to reduce resistance to the mili-
tary. It can therefore develon its own momentun,

ii) Main Ains of the Conpaijms
a) To crezotc a coherent voice of opnosition to the military

within the white community. This would be a significant
force in undermining theﬁfb:te'a support base and in building
non-racial opposition. iknat

b) To create = supportive euvironment for political orgonisctions
to take up opposition to conscription in the oppresscd
communitics,

iii) Target Constituencics (the focus of this committce is
presently with THosC conscripted, i.c, whites):

n) Youth
b) Churches

¢) Organisations such as the Black Sash, Women's Movoment for

Peace and South Africon Institute for Raco Relstions, which
have also clearly rejectdd apertheid,

iv) National Chorsctor of Carntpaign:

a) The first. stoge of the compailen could be defined as the

promotion of awaroness and the understand s maition
to conscription, -erstonding of oppé sl
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) Tiem i e mied noat fon SondTANIE .
1) to sult tho poece of ddfvoront regions,
2) to suit constituent organisations,
3) and to odept the compoipn to complenent other cormoinns,

6. Concrete Sugpgestions for toking up the Campaign

Following the 19th January meeting the Comittee hes beaon meeting
regularly. A definite scenario hag bcen drawn up which focuses on
the meny differont issues facing us and uses thom to creste pocks

of interest and activity throush the yeor, It is very flexible
because of the uncertainty of the political situations that might
occur = .. peace initiatives in Angola, extendec conscription, ote,

i) Survey: The Cope Town End Conscription Committee accepted the
proposa o undertake o survey/qucstionaire, To date NUSAS have so

up their draft gquestionnaire which is intended to roise issues, give
statistical recsults and form the first part of an awareness-raising
programme this year, The Church group have 2 draft guestionnaire
pinpointing woral ond religious issues; this is guite a long question-
naire with multiple choice answeres, (The E,C,C, is formulating -
survey to be ferwarded to other organisations for their use -

appendix iii),

ii) Freparation Doy: This took place of March 3rd and was very
successful, We aad a2bout 35 people present and some valuable
discussion and ideas werce generated,

iii) Declaration by E.C.Ce: A draft of the proposed declaratibn has
been prepared and as soon as this has the ratification of 211 bodies
concerned it will be printed and will be used in the most cffective
woys open to us, (appendix iv)., It is intended to be circulated for
endorsement by o5 mony organisations as possible, sand is planned to
be iEIEEsﬂd at the time of the Defencsz debete in Parlioment ncxt
month,
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APPENDIX 1 - 1903% Resolution on Conserintion and Conscientious
CLiection,

During Weorld Viar II the South African Government respected the
conscience of individusls and there woas no conscription., The country
is even more scriously divided now than it was then-,

South Africs is illegally occupying Neomibis and this is cause for
many in conscience to rcfuse nilitory service, When South Africa
withdraws from Namibis there should be no need for 2 massive nilitsry
establishment unless there-has beocn a politicel feilure to resnond

to the desires of the citizens,

If a conscripted army is necessory it will be because of the poli-
tical failure to respond to the desires of the citizens, and that
army will be engeged in a eivil war, which is good couse for many
to refuse military service. In such 2 civil war, if the state has
to rely on conscription to man its army the war is already lost,

Therefore the Black Sash dcinands that the South African Government
abolish all conscription for military scrvice., We meintain thot therc
is no total conslought against the people of ‘South Africa and the

total strotegy demanded of us is not the military defence of o
ninority government but the tetal all-out effort of all South Africals
neople to bring about domocratic government and the relief of the
poverty and deprivation suffered by the mojority.

It was further agreced that all regions of the Black 3nsh should inforn
and educaote their members about the militarissotion of our society
and the reasons for the Conferencoe malking the above statement,
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Conscicntious Objecctors Support Group

United Womens Drﬁanlzﬂtien Student Tnion for Christisn Action
University of Copo Town 5,1,0, Toeam = Tho Decwnoriecel fctioo forarien®
WUSAS Detaineces ﬂCtlﬂﬂ Emmnlttte fe
M tHedist Church ' inglican Bonrd of Social Reosponsibility
,.u 3 Homen's Moveront for Peaco

‘egtern Province Eﬁﬁ§gﬂlﬁﬂf Students Christisn Association

Cotholic Justice and Peace
Black Sash

APPENDIX 4ii

le Are you liable for conscription?
YIS
Waite meale between 16 - GO

Done it alrcady

Wonon

African

YET (Coloured, Indicon)

are only vhites conscrinted?

Whitcs have the vote

Obliged to defend privileges

Too unpopular among black Seuth Africens

¥y 2o you think pecople arc conscripted for 4 years?
Because of tutﬂl onslanght agoinst South Africa
To provide a nilitazry shicld behind which internsl chongc
can oeccur

To defend spartheid,

4. To you think the SLDF defends the intcrests of

all South Africans
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whites

those with privileges

Christisnity aond western civilization
none

5ONG

De do you feel sbout conscription?
necessary cvil
would like to end it

wauld lilte to have a chcicoe to serve or not.
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APPENDIX iv Draft Proposal for Discussion
Declaration in Support of an End to Conscription

Eﬁcli D%Et?nn¥nﬂﬁftg38518t3 where basic humen rights are denied to
qulﬁgﬁﬂigtyu unequal secicty where the land and wealth arc ovwnced by

Ve live in o society in o state of civil war, wherce brother is

called on to fight brother,
We call Tor on end to conscription,

NRURE1 A ARt §ONSELPESE kR.FRiptain ihe idkhiéal gocupation of
g?“ﬁﬁa§%ﬂgiFﬂﬁSEEEfEiPtﬂf to assist in the implementation and defence

foyng non WBB: ngﬁcﬁ{Q §eL¥g ffe }153'_¥ith the choicc of - life of
Ve call for an ond to ﬂﬂnncrlptnﬂﬂ-
EBunERy sV EnkbobnE R of 0Ft sREuti 1 Mo R ANTROERE ThE RONEE Y +Of R0E,

YRabsid Fflfh%§ﬂ3%5b9§gﬂﬂﬁéﬂﬂaﬁf FRESERAP RN SR ﬁf%fﬂﬁ“gﬁrﬂﬂgun try,
WE BELIEVE THAT T7 IS TUE MORAL RIGHT OF ALL SOUTH AFRICAITS 70 RuFUSE
70 BE CONSCRIPTLD 10O THE SADF,

WE CALL FOR AN ®1D TO CONSCRIPTION.
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