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1. Block 5.:Iah Rosolut~.

At our Hotlannl Conference in 1963 ~o possod 0 ro~olutl~l or.
eonscription anti conccientious objoction (AppendiX 1). This
iaouo vas I'olcud bocauoc of the provi~~ona of the 1983 Defence
A;;1om!l!lcnt Act ):jhicl1 WOS thlJ1l OOfo1'o Porll;::ancnt. BoCIlUSC of
tho 1no1'ooood d1ttlculticD in supporting conoclcntlouu objection
wo felt thot focuoolnr; all conscription and ';larkinG to""/'Irds itt:
Dbolition were conotl'uctlvQ and 10(>01 rI;:lys of promotin(j tho
entire lsaue of conocloncc Dnd tho unjust ~ar.

2. The NDtlonol
rOll S ur

Conferenco

" "
of Conociontiouo Db octoro Su ~ort

•
B13cl;: SDsh ~=:Jor:;l otten<le<l t;uo CO!l.ference liS offic101 dole_
6Bteo. rolO nag 1011 ",,=: thoroUil"hly oXt\.':1:iJh"!d Dt the conference,
ond it ,"BS felt that t~e valuablo :Jorsl support siven to con­
scientious objoctoro Must continue

l
but that tho public needed

sroDter oxpo&uro to tho illlitar1zo 10n tok1ne; ploce in our
.eoc1etYi tao procticol1ty of th.o "fiDCk SlIGh C.:Jll", liS 1t hDs
boon labellod, l/08 r,,1.c;cJ. Conscr1pt1on was slIan "8 a v311d
end gorth~h1lo 1.e.euc to conrr~,t :;Ind the d1~feront roG1onol
C.O.S.G.s went !lOtIO to start ~ork1nG on SOQC fom of Ctll:lp;:>:i..Gn.

}. For::mtiOi!'

The Uostcnl Copo C.O.5.G, set up c nteor1ne e~~lttoo r.h1ch
convened" prcl1l:ilnory n.:lct1nc on Oetol.>cr 3rd to Drrongo the
1nO!lCurDl nelltlnr, of the En": Conoerlptio!l C"r.lpnl(?'1 comn1ttee.

4, Inaul'jurol Hootlnc - 17th lIOVO;'oo.,£.

The Cope Town"C.O,S.G, invltcl.1 16 orOllliBllt1on3 to thio !:looting
(Appendiy. i1), Ellch orgonlCDtlon cont " rcpreiJcntDt1\"o <:Ind 0:1
observer, The follot/inr, th1n6tl \Icro o:IiSCU3Scd end cltlrlf1ed:

1) The Uorl:1ng Principlec or tho End Conscription COLll:littoo

(!'J~ztorn ClIpo).
1. Tlus caanittee ls l:'roucht tocother 0:'1 tho Ca::nOlI unclor_
st~~din3 of tho hora:ul effect::; of conVU1sory D1~tDry

conscription Gnd incroDsGd n1lit.::lr1l':otion on our 11ves one.
our soc1ety.
2. The crEUrlttoe b;:!11O'Vos tho SADF 16 octive ill uphold1n:;
injustice in Ol~ society,
3. The function of the con::l1tteo 9ill ~ to decide on and
coord111Dte D cOIllPD1cn DCDin:Jt enforce': conscription,
4. In ordor to effectively oppo3e conscription, educotlon
should to.ko ploco tlithin conctituent or60.nizatl0110 os \loll
as the coclT.lunity o.t IDreo.
5. Thl::; cor.ll'Jlttee \'Iill 110.1DO tilth o1.r.li1l:>r COtlr.dttoon te
cooroincoto tho cm::pnign nat1onl.'l11y.

11) The Structm'o 0Lllie 8nd Conucrj,ntion COT.lI::1ttco (1"1, Cl:lpe):

1, P'cl)rcr.clltoti~, Tho cOI:\T.llttoo eh,,11 cOllsiiJt of
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r(lilr";';U)~ti.'tivcs of orGo!iicuticnl,l Ilho "ccept the cOJalllitteo1s
worl;:inG principlos oc the booio for cooperation to OPpOBO
cop.neripticn.
2. PO~I";:';' Tho oon;.:ittco ,;;holl "c);.:; rocol1rJ ..mcaticno to
r'lCmbol;"'"(lr"g:m1sot:l.onG. tllrOu(;11 their r(lprosontntivcG on
;lct:l.'1itiuc to ow;oC'-' in. Tho cOi'lr:ittoe sholl doci<1o DS
n rlholo Oll pro<;rQJ.l1iIen of oction:;: Dnu to-sIts to onr,oGe in to
1nplC!10nt the c;mpoign.
3. ~:ecutive. Tho ccr.ll:",lttee r;hbll oli>ct Oil oxecutive 11'0/1
roprQ'OO:>i'r,iRVoo on the connittcc. Thv Exocutive :;h:>ll
inc1\!~o: Ch:lirporoon. Vico-ch"ll'peroon, Socrotory. 1.1cioon
Officer. 'xho JiY.ocutive ::;h.,11 1;0 re;;;ponr,1b10 for:
a) cO;lVeninr, reeulor rwotinOl of tho cOfJllittoc. ond
b) lUlclcrto!'illl.: em~ or',;--inintrotive tcwlw wh1ch !Jny oriso.
(c.o.r:.G., 11.U.S•.~.3., Dll'ck SOO~1 Dnu rJOJJtcrn Province
Cou:lcil of Churches ;::1'0 roprooented on tho oxecutive).

5. Second 1l'outin<; - J::mUOry 12th, 1964.

\:,I" hlJd by nO"'clor1f1o,1 GO'lernl p01lltO nllOut tho cnlilpniL.n:

1) R3tionnlo of tho Cr':¥.?ir;n:
The carr~cnctcOii"Gcr p~ion 'oyens up 0 n,;,1'! opportunity for
conctrl\ctivo1y oppon1ne; ;:.ilitor1::;otionj it hn3 :.I ll[;.!.lbor of
",clvonteeOJ:l ovor sl.Epl)-" tcld.nc lip t;,o ioslio of ConGc1ontious
Objection:
n) Tho cOl':lpoign hon fer brnl,dJl' uppoDl:

_ everyone in utf<Jcto(l 11y cOl~:lcription. yet only (; fOfl oro
concornod f!ith conscientiouG oiJjoct10n.

_ it urows on pooplo's rc:::cntnont of conflcript10n.
b) It if: n leGal cnr",pcieil which (\00:': not controvorlO f,cct1on
121(c) of tho Defence Act.
c) It ollo\'le the opportll.Tlity for otrenbthonine; ·and broo(hminc;
tho 011ioncos botl:'C<",m Groupe cOllccrnoJ Ilith the ero"lin(j' 1\111­
toriz~t10n of our oocioty.
d) It hem tho potenti.,l for;; 1'01' moro OYGterwtic euucotloa
and ::"101'011000 drive thon conr;;ciunt10us ol.>jcctio!',.
0) 'l'he in1tiativCl Of tho campoicn hor; uiJosteppod tho att(,.'tlpt
of the Defence J.rnon(]~ont I.ct to rc(~uce r::os10tc;lcO to tho ·r:il1-
tDry. It CDn t~lOreroro dOV0lo~ itr;; 0~1ll Mcr,\Ontllr.l.

}!~1n Airw of the CDuprrtil;\;
To crcote .. coheront 'fO co of oP?oo1t10n to tho m1litor::t
within tho white co:-!~unity. This would be D oicn1f!ctmt
foroo in undorl~in1ntl: th:! o;:1;~t!''' supllort bose emd 1:1 build1ng
non-rnc1al 'opposition. ~ ,<,- r~ .
To cr• .cto ::: supportivo oilv1rom:on'l: for pol1tier'll orr:::-nisotio113
to toko up oppo£l1t1on to conscript10:l in tho opprooGod
c ornI:Iuni tios.

111) Tel'Got COllr;t1tu<ll1cic[l (the facu::; of this cOr.lmittee ir;
presentI~· 1'11£11 thol;:o-conocriptod, 1.0. I'ihitco):

0)
b)

"
Youth
Churchoc
Organ1sations Guch m, the B1DCk SDJ:lh
Pc~cc Dnd South Afr1c~n Inot1tuto fO;
h~ve 0100 c10~rly rejectnc op~rthcid.

iv) NDtion~l Chor:1C'"tor of G,.~r.pn1r;n:

'·;Olwn's Movemont for
R~cc Rcl:-tionG. which

Tho firQt sbC;C: of the c"npD11.'Jl cotl1d be dofinod 00 tho
pronotion of D'IDrcn,HlO on(l th ' t itito conscription. 0 un(.orG ondinG Of oppCO on
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3rd and was very
GOlIlC vDlu,"lllo

1) to ;:; ..i"t t:."" p{1C,", 0: ·_:l:,,,~.·.....lt .'0L.lon:>,
2) to suit constituent orGnnisetions,
3) end to -.dvpt the c:'''t(l:'!iCn to COfltJlc~ont otl:cr c,,~'~ol:;ns.

6. Concrete SU'lGcstions for taking up tho C:ompaie;n

FollowinG tho 19th ,Tl'llUory J;lcctinc tJ-.c CO;~lo11ttoO hos bo;:;n J:lOctlnc
regularly, A definite $00no1'10 IlDc hocn urDwn up which focuses on
the rwny diff!')r"nt lFiouo$ fneine U::l :"1m: uoo:::: tiler.! tc oronto pC::'.kn
of intoroGt ond octivity throu!!h tilo yo:::r, It 1s very flo~ible
because of tho uncertainty of tho politi col situotions tho;t l".ight
occur - a.e. pcoce initiotivus in finGal", Qxtondec conccription, ctc.

i) sur-vcr Tho Cnpc Town End Conocription COf:lMltteo accopted tho
prOpOGolO undortoke ~ survey/~uoBtionoire. To dato NUS~S h~V0 s~t
up their drnft queGtionnniru which io intended to roiae issues, Give
statistical results and form the first port of on awereness-rnisinG
progronme this ycnr. The Church group hevu 0 drllft quostionn(1ire
pinpointinG pornl onG rcli~ious issues; this is quite Il lonr, question­
naire with Multiple choice onsweres. ~The E.C.C. is formulntinrr '
survey to be ferwarded to other orGonisotions for their usc _
llppondix iii).

11) Pr"1!urotion Ikq': This tool. Dlaeo of Morch
successful. We 5n d about 35 peopie present ond
discussion and ideos were Genorntcd.

iii) D;:,clarotion by E.C.C.: J. droft of tho proposed declcroti'on lIns
been proporcd .:mil ns soon 111; this ha>:: tho rotificntion of ,~ll bodies
concerned it uill bo printed onct will bo used in ths moat effective
wcys open to us. (oppendix iv). It io intondod to be circulated for
ondorscnent by os Mony or~onisotionc ns poasible, Dnd is plonned to
be released nt the tine of the Dofene:;, debete in Pl'rl1D1<lent 'lC,xt
month. . " .
APPD,DIX 1 - 190} Ro~olution on Con~eri~tion end ConGcientious

Objection.

During World Vor II tho South Afrienn Covernment rcspeete~ the
conoeience of individu~lc and there ~cs no conscription. The country
is oven ::lore soriounly diVided nOl"I than it liDS thon'.

South Africa io illeGally oCl:upyinC Nomibia and t:lis is eaue.;) fOr
fumy in conscience to refuse ,1ilito::-y 1:~rvico, ,'Ihen South Africo
ll'ithdrrl):1ll fran rltlf;ibL~ there should be no noed for I] mCGIi:ivc nilitory
estolJlishmcnt unloss thore·hos boen " political foiluro to respond
to the desiros of the citi~cnc,

If a conscripted o~~y is neceGGory it will bc because of the poli­
tical failure to respond to tho decires of the citizens, ond thot
art,y ~ill be enGa~ed in n civil war, ~hich is good couse for ~ony

to refUGe r,liIit"ry service. In such" civil wor, if tho stote IWfJ
to rely on conscription to man its army the wnr io olre!l(;y lost.

Therefore the Blflck Sosh dOdo,Hlc that the South African GovernlJcnt
ebolioh Illl conccription for r.:ilitcry service, We maintain tll"t thcro
is no total onslought nr;ainot tho people of South Afrieo Dnd the
total strategy dOMamled of us is not th0 !<lilitory defence of ;)
r,linority govcrnncnt but the totol nIl-out effort of all South AfricD' a
peo;.lc to bring about dcw:lcrotic Governr.1ent and the relief of the
poverty :md deprivation cufforoci oy the l~ojority.

It Ylas further Dcreed thot 011 rcCiOllO of tho Block S~sh ohould inf~r1:'.

ond oducate their mer,lbors ;:,bout tho militDrisDtion of our socioty
or.d the rctlsons for tho Confcrellc" :na!d.ng the nbovo statemnnt.
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Conscientious Oojcctoro Support
Upited ~omens Or8~nizDt1on

Un.1vcr.oity or C":h 'iJ'-l' S•• •c.
NUSAS
H~thodlst Church...
• J ...

~ustcrn Provinco ERH¥E~lGor

Catholic Juotico Ol,e! Pcpce
ill.ock Sooh

IJPPE]lDIX iii

Group
Student Uni~n tor ~~lct~n Action
'..... .:lr. - .-.:: ":ccu:c ..:ie.:-1 Ao';1 .. _'..:."; ~ ' ~
Dct:l1ncco Action COCI;li t tee .
Jii(.l1c~n Bo,....rd or Sociol Rccponsitdl1ty
~~on'o MOv~e~t tor P~cc~

StUdents Chrlotien Auoci"tion

1. Are you 110blc for con6criptl~n?
,:OS

W~ito nrlc bctvocn 16 - 60

''''
2.

3.

4.

,.

Donv it n).rvcoJy
_ Worlen

African
mr.'" y~ (Coloured, 1n~i.:m)
mlY arc oiiT:Y uhiteo c.:1D6cri~tcd?
_ Ytl..iteo h:lve the voto

Oblired to dofend privilcco.o
Too ~pop~lor anon:. block South Africcr.o

miY ::'0 you think poo Ie cr.., conocriptc~ for 4 y"cro?
Becouso of toto onsl..'ueht "'8C'!not South Atrico
To provido ::I :'il1t;:ory ohicld bch1n<l which intcrnel cho.~;:,

ceon occur
To gerend ~pcrt~cld.

ooyou ti:1nk the SI.DF dofcnt~o tile lnt,;;reots of
011 South Atric~nG

whiteo
thono with priVileGes
Christicnity ODd weotern civiliz~tion
nonc
(;CY..1C

Hew do you focI nbout conoeript10n?
nec"oo~ry ovil

___ ~ould like to end it
~ould l~,e to hove 0 chci=~ to corve or not.

APP!!{Dli: iv Dro.rt I'ropo~l for D1sculle1on
»Ccloro.tion in Support ot en End to Conllcri~tlon

tllot;!3o~It1noy.ntIi8tnB8~i8~yuhere bollie 11l.L.~!1 :1..ghts oro dcn1<ld to
tRo~IRotit~ ~~oq~l ooeicty whero the lond ond woalth oro ~od by
Uo live in ,:) 8ociet~ in ;:I &tDte of civil \lor, where brother l:i

cellotl. on to f1(;ht brother.
170 cell tor ;::L, end to cenocription.
*a~~i~~I~RSOtaanSEop;R~~EoYR;~t~o~oiP'n ~o6£~piea;cuPQt10nor
6?ugPorERofsep8£tEf~~ftedto ooo1ct in the inpl~~ent~tion ond cefonce

!~~U Brno"'\UbHl)~Bosi~r8!.J~ r~opf~68tL.lith tho:: clJoiec ot c lite of
\!o coIl for Oil om) to conlJcriptiOll.
~8u~£H~v£hXeohS1\~on85t ,<;;Reura'1hlF'6oM C{nO€RS HiteF8H£t~fopeg~£.

¥Rd~al!°lhlh"b,bp,81"lR,oHoRhm,,,,p!!pMpSNm"BR,'HB=tr,.
(:E BELlI::VE THA? 1'1' IS '.:'1:" lIOR.\r, iUGHT or ALL SOUTH ArRICAllS '.-0 ;t":1"-JSE
TO DE C(ll"SCR1PTr:D W':O 'rH~ St'!)F.
WE CALL FOP. Ml D-!D TO ca:.scr.1P'l'IOO.
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