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APPEIDIX 8
APPROVED TEXT OF STATEMENT ON CONSCIENTIOUS DBJECTION ISSUED BY THE SOUTHERN
AFRICAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS' CONFERENCE, RELEASED ON FEBRUARY 9, 1977

In the armed struggle that is developling on our borders and could easily spread
internally a grisvous situation arises for all who are concerned about tha use
of violence. On the one side the conviction grows in a significant sector of tha
oppressed majority that only violence will bring liberation. On th=a gther, the
minority in power sees itself threatened by indiscriminate vialence supported 2y
international Communism,

In thess agonising circumstances wa can only pro~lse wiin God's help to 3ive
lsadership In an on-gaing Christian examipration of this tragic situation. Je Inten
to publish reflectiona from time to time as incentives to Cnristian prayer, thought
and commitment and we hope to be able to do this with the representatives of others
Christian churches and organisations. In the meantime we have resolved to say some-
thing about conscientious objection.

According to the teaching of the second Vatican Council, "Lt seems just that laus
should makes humsne provision for the case of conscientious objectors who refuszae =
carcy arma, provided they accept some other form of community service"” (Constitution
nr the Church in the Hnﬂltn world, Na. 79).

In order . to undl:stlnd the issue of consclentious objectlion, a careful distinction

should be mads betwsen unluversal conscientious objectian (the pacifist) ard selactiva

cpnscientious objection ii.g. on the grounds that a particular war i3 unjust); oetuaen
military service (carrying arms) and non-combatant military service (e.g.

in the medical corps) and betwsen milizary service (combatant or non-combatant) and

national service (which could include services to the community, like 33cial welfare,

sducation, housing).

In South Africa the Defence Force Act (section 57 (3))

a) makes no provision for any conscisntious abjector (universal or salectiva) tc
do non-military national service;
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'h] prnuldu: for universal consclentious objectors (those mn belong to pacifist
dmﬂimti.nnl} to do ron-combatant military secvice;

c) -llul no p:nuiliuﬂ for selective consclentlious ob jectors even to do nnn-
:n-htt-mt lllitll.“f service.

‘Sych provisions are made in some way or another by almost every other non=-cormuniast
country in the world uh!.f:h has conscription. :

It should also be noted that aobjectors are somatimes accnmudatnd dnsplti tha tar:k

of legal provision for it, by belng given non-combatant tasks but nesver by being
given non-military natlonal service.

Consequently; in South Africa the selective objector and the unisarcaal uhjactur
refusing to do non-combatant military service are liable to a fine ind/or
imprisonment (Section 125, 127 (c)).

In this matter of conscientlous objection we defend tha right of evary individual
to follow his own conscience, the right therefore to conscientious objection bath
on the grounds of universal pacifism and on the grounds that he seriously balisvas
the war to be m,junt. In+this, a8 in every other matter, tha individual is nhl‘.igad
to make a moral ,jul:lg—mt in terms of the facts at his disposal after trylng to
secertain these facts to the best 4f Als sBllity. While we recognise that the
‘consmientious objector will have to suffer the consequences of his own decision ard
the psnalties imposed by the State, we uphold his right to do this and we urge tha
Stats to make provision for alternative forms of non-military natignal service as
is done In other countriess iIn the world.

APPENDTX C

STATEMENT ON CURRENT SITUATION ISSUED ON FEBRUARY 10, 1977, BY THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN
'Having dedicated most of the time at this plenary session to the conaideration of our
own roles as leaders in I;hl socisl mission of the Church in South Africe, we .feel

obliged, slso, to give some r.mlir.lltlt.tm to be events that have occurred al.nr.n Jura
'l.ﬂ‘?ﬁ and the resulting sitvation. - . :

e recall H'-t the disturbences h.gul in Suuult.u with a demonstration on the pnt-t
‘of the youth sgeinst a aystem of sducation which the students ug.'lrdnd as narruuin;
end limiting rather than dwlr.'l.np.tng their education.

Th—ﬂlhm Hp;-ulnt & wider frustration-of Black youth m:luing to ‘ﬂm“‘iﬂﬂ'ﬁ_
‘@ socisty in which they cen have no say s to the manner in which they are governed,
osnnot sven have ‘ordinary worker orgashisations to defend their right to a living
wage, cahnot be sure of having the right to a house and homs near where thay must
‘work when they merry, are declared by the system in the Republic unfit for citizen-
ship on grounds of colour only without question of ability or qualification, and if

they protest are suppressed with the unnecessary and horrifying viclence we have
-!lnlnt.l]r uitn—:-:t
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Realising that South Africa has entered a critical phase in the re‘sctizn by tre
ma jority of its people of a social and political system of oppression, we add oug
corparate volice as leaders of the Catholic Church in this country to the cry fer a
radical revision of tha system.

People starved of freadom, deprived of their just rights and humiliated in thair
parsonal and corporata dignity will not rest until a proper balance of justiza is
achiaved.

e affirm that in thias we are on the sida of tha cppressed and, 15 we hava committied
ourselves to working within our Church for a claarar arpra!siun of zolidarity with
tha pﬂnr and deprived, so we commit ourselvaes agual ko warking fzr peacs thozugh
Jjustice in fratarnal collaboration with all othar churchaa, agancigs and pacseons
dedicated to this cause.

We again profess our conviction, so often repeated, that trae only salution of aur
racial tensions consist in conceding full citizen and human rights to all parsons
in the ARepublic, not by choice on tha false grcunds of colour, out on the grounds
of the common humanity pf all men, taught by our Locd Jesus Christ.

In the struggle that has reached new intensity since Juns 1376 wa are aspecially
perturbed by what appear to be reliable reports of police brutality. Us realiss
that a situation of violence breeds atrocities on both sides, bu: we are speaking
of ssemingly systematic baatings and unjustifiable shootings during diszturbances.

Hithﬁ#‘lﬂi reports coming in as tha accompaniment of confirmed accounts of the deaih
of many persons in detention, we cannot but harbour tha gravest =mlagivings acout
police action and behaviour. :

We call for an investigation amd resclve to collaborate with others intent on oringing
‘the truth to light and we protest in tha strongest possible terms against the intantion
of the Government to provide legal indesmnity for the police and other security perizonnsl
who may have beesn guilty of unprovoked and disproportionate violence.

It is clear that the Black people of the Republic have passed the point of no raturn,
and no temporary suppression by violence, only & just sharing of citizenship, can
give hope of any safety for the children, Black and White, now growing up in the
Republic, and prevent the horrors of evil war in the future. This is only to say

that the Christian commandment of love muat be fulfilled, and if it is fulfilled we
can trust in God to give the grace of friendship and peace in social life.

APPENDIX D
STATEMENT BY SOUTHERN AFRLCAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS' EEHFEHEHEE ON THE QUESTION OF HI.II"TAH

AIGHTS, ISSUED ON FEBRUARY 3, 1977 :

Tha Flinlrr Seasion of the Enuth Africen Catholic Bishops' Conference, meeting in
Pretoris, has been urged "that the awakening of socia) conscience, knowledge of

injustices ard problems, should bea a central part of the ordinary apostolic work
of the Church®.
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In & paper on "Citizenship and Human Rights” presented to the Conference it was
pointed out that as early as 1960 the Bishops' Confarence had stated the need of
giving equal citizenship opportunities in South Africa to all races in terms of
political plrth:i.plt.lnn. gconomic oppartunity and unhindered free association
and social intercoursa.

"Tha very serious happenings in the last nalf of 1376 have only increased our
conviction in this matter. "It i3 clear that the 8lack majorit; in %Fae Rapublic
will not be satisfied with minor improvements, nor should they be. The sense of
being human persons in the image of God obliges them to demand citizen rignts.
There can bs no answer to our presant tenslons other than granting tha citizen
rights which are dus to all®.

It was clear that since tha large ma jority of those living in the Republic, and,
making it what it-is by their labours, were Black, the people of Sauth Africa cculd
naver again be separated nor the Black majority offered a ktrue citizenship.else-
whers.

*This statement has political implications although it I3 not as such a political
one but only one that tiwe Church has repeatedly made about the human rights built
into man by God for sltuations all over the world?.

‘I'hl,plpll: atressed that in the attituda of Black and White thare Ls still an
immense fund of potential friendship. If friendship is fully offered Unites need ha.2
no fear for t.h-.i:r future. But Lf in fear or despair they continue to impose in-
Jjustices on the others, then thare i{s indeed creason to fear for all, Black and
White alike, in tha near futurs.

APPENDIX E
Fﬂt:ss RELEASE BY THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN CATHOLIC HIEH}F‘E' CONFEREMCE ON. FEEIHLAFW 4,
1Y A ALTH, E C RIGHTS IES™

"Every r-dlhh social nnd historical sign in South Africa points to our immediate
futurs as an increasingly harsh right-wing dictatorship by the white minority ouar
the bleck majority, to be followed after a number of ysars by a take-over of the
black majority, driven by their. frustration to the extreme left-wing, somathing like
nazidom followsd by something like Mgrembique. These are the highest probabilities,
‘and prudence or moral judgement must mct oh such®. This statement was made in a
paper deliversd for consideration by the Catholic Bishops of South Africa meeting
in plenary ssssion in Pretoris. .

1l|T'I.'lnl resolutions offared here suggest crisis measures™, states the report on
‘SChristianity snd wealth, economic rights and dutles”. But if we are in crisis —-
times we may need crisis measures. We may be unable to to influence the blind forces

of mass peychology at political level; but we can at least so act that we demonstrate
love by sharing”.

Urgeant nf-ng'- is called for in saveral resclutions dealing with aspects of social
Justice and reconciliation, In-an sccompanying report on "Implications of social
_Justica in our structures and customs®, it is pointed out that pecple expect to
@ss in the Church a demonstration of how a human community = and in South Africa
one.of different races - can live together in harmony and justice.
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It is thus recommended that the bishops direct special attention to tha grouing
‘number of unemployed people; indusatrial workers, especially those who are migrank
workers; worker organisations ; the thousands of squatters living on the pariphery
of tha lafge cities; political prisoners; detainees, banned people and their
dependants.

*"Trnis plenary session should take resolute steps to change the focus of the Church®a
‘ministry soc that we can give spacial attention to these pecple” states tha report.

Anothar rn;niutlun urges that Black paocple be promotad ta high clerical offica in
any part of the country, "allowing them and the 8lack lay pasple to tave rescI-ise-
bility for the Church in their own way and with customs agreeablie o them”.

A third resolution calls for sharing to be made visibla in Church Ffinancas and tha
appiication of tha prinmcipla of communalising Church funds, nat 2nly wisnin diocasas
‘but on a national level, between rich and poor dicceses.

In a ceport an the usa af money in tha Church, it is urgad that the bishops accept
the establishment of equal pay for equal work as tre aim of deliberate progresslve
‘budgating, insisting Bn a review of all wages and conditions of work in thair dicceses.

Anothar resolution urges that Church authorities should not retain control aof training
or development schemas, or Institutions or large landholdings, longec than L3 naces:ary
to initiate local community groups to take them cver with the funds donated for tram. .

The rnpﬂrt Bnﬂcludll' *No ona believea tha uutrlqrdlnarv is upon him yntil it haa
coma, and nl"tm nat aven then. Mot even now. Yat Lt is iatranl‘:dihlry te have 1500-
2000 pecple under one or other fomm of parmanent political peanalisation, %o ha{e
school children shaot in larga numbers, to have bean unaZies %o get several outstand-
.ing Catholic leaders 33 advisars here bacause tha, are 21taissd ar Lanad, %3 "a.e
Church offices raided, school children sent to adult penal settlements for five yaarca.
Five school children were given five years on Robben Island recently. It is extra-
ordinary to have persecution. We have no persecution of falth, but ana of charity,
since Christians can be penalised for gliving -each other ordinary hospltality®,

APPENDIX F

PRESS RELEASE BY THE SDUTHEHH IFﬂIElH CATHOLIC EIEHUFS' CONFEREMCE - ON FEEHHEH? R
1977, ON ITY BUILDI :

A hiliir'thit. glu:n the chlnnt, Christian nnnnunitlna could be n:babll:héd along
non-ctacial lines in South Africa was expressed in a report en "Family and community
building®” F!lilntld today hv Fathar Ennngnlinn Mchatshua to thu Catholic Biuhupa

o e L

of Face, colour or rnllginul lrfillatlnn -

1n his opinion, mit? building could best be realised by Development. White
Church authorities and workers were askod to conslder relinquishing sole control
over development projects-as soon as Black leaders were- r!ld',r to assume responsi-
‘bility for them.
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"Without discrediting the excellent work already accomplished by our salf-sacrificing
whits brethren, Black pecple feal the need to control their lives at all levels of
the church's life. It is numiliating for educated Black adults to feel thay are
trested as minors. Pesople may be excused for asking: Is it golng .to be a guestion -
of Wwhite of Black control or is it to be a partnecship Pounded on common comnitment?™

It was pointed out that the poor, especially in Africa, Asia and Latin lmlalr:ica,
ara becoming swdre that thelr full development will be achieved only with 3 struggla

to changa the overall domination by tha affluent and aexplofiting classes. Caenulinea
libaration must attack the root causes of the problem.

"If we accept the point of view that diﬂilﬁpﬂiﬂt ought to be the liberation of the
whole man, it Is imperative that we should raject the evils that seek t3 enslava
man and reduce him to a sub-human existanca™.

Varlous methods were suggested through which practical co-operation coculd :a
attempted. Tha co-operative system assumed that people would decide to practisa co-
oparation more than competitlion or compulsion in thelir relationship.

"Co-oparatives have f{furlahid in most democratic countries, although not without
flerce opposition from persons or groups with special class interests™.

The broad aim of this family and community building programme was summed up in the
ficst part of the report by Mras F R Mlotshwa, who said: "The Church has ths l'lfghl:

and the duty to bring back community consciousness and awareness.... Tha Church

must restore the spirit of sharlng at every level: materially, morally and spiritually™



