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Opening the Archive
“One of the key aspects of the 

Commission’s work has been its 
commitment to transparency and public 

scrutiny. Its records ... are a national 
asset which must be both protected and 

made accessible.”
- TRC Final Report

The TRC collected large amounts of valuable information about the 
violation of human rights and the workings of the apartheid security 

establishment under apartheid. 

Since 2001, SAHA has used South Africa’s freedom of information 
legislation, the Promotion of Access to Information Act (PAIA), 
to test the extent to which the official TRC archive is actually 

accessible to the South African public. Despite recommendations 
of the TRC that these records should be made freely available to the 

public, the state has repeatedly attempted to block access to TRC 
records. All too often, this has resulted in unnecessarily lengthy, 

hostile and litigious engagements. 
 

SAHA has secured several favorable settlements, forcing 
government departments to provide TRC records they had 

previously refused to disclose in those cases that have reached 
the courts. However, because of these last minute out-of-court 

settlements, no legal precedents have been set around access to 
the TRC archive, enabling government departments to continue 

using such blocking tactics. Going to court is expensive and time-
consuming and is not recommended as the way to gain access to 

the TRC records going forward. 
 

All TRC records released to SAHA are archived in SAHA Collection 
AL2878 a The Freedom of Information Programme Collection and 
can be consulted by interested members of the public at the SAHA 

offices in Johannesburg.

The following news articles, published between 2007 and 2009, are
reproduced with the kind permission of the newspapers involved.
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Pretoria News, 3 September 2007
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Saturday Star, 3 November 2007
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Sunday Independent, 15 March 2009 (page 1 of 2)
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Sunday Independent, 15 March 2009 (page 2 of 2)
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34 Boxes of  
‘Sensitive’ Records

In 2001, SAHA submitted an access to information request to 
secure copies of 34 boxes of ‘sensitive’ TRC records that had been 

truncated from the TRC archive by the National Intelligence Agency 
(NIA) prior to the transfer of all TRC materials to the National 

Archives. The whereabouts of these records was then concealed, 
making them entirely inaccessible. 

SAHA, considering the disclosure of these records to be in the 
public interest, pursued access to these records in the face  

of pubic denials, obstruction and misdirection from the  
Department of Justice and the National Intelligence Agency.  
When SAHA eventually secured a detailed listing, it became 

apparent that most of these documents were already in the public 
domain. It took over three years before an out of court settlement 

was reached with the Department of Justice to release the majority 
of these records to SAHA.

Extracts from these records are presented between pages 47 and 
57. Related news articles, published between 2003 and 2004, are 
reproduced on pages 58 and 59, with the kind permission of the 

newspapers involved.
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Extracts from the summary of statements, prepared by the TRC investigative Unit, on a series of events to which Mrs Winnie 
Mandela has been linked. Full document is archived at SAHA as SAHA Collection AL2878 – A2.4.1.17.1 (page 1 of 3)
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Extracts from a 1992 staff paper prepared for the Steyn Commission on alleged dangerous activities of SADF 
components. Full document is archived at SAHA as SAHA Collection AL2878 – A2.4.1.3.1.15 (page 1 of 3)
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Statement by Rev. Frank Chikane regarding the attempt by apartheid-era security forces to poison him. 
Archived at SAHA as SAHA Collection AL2878 – A2.4.1.3.2.4 (page 1 of 2)
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