WA
COMMUNICATION BY EX-PRESIDENT P.W. BOTHA
TO ARCHSBISHOP D, TUTU AT GEORGE ON
21 NOVEMBER, 1936

| appreciate the heavy burden which you carry in performing your duties as
Chairman of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and accept your
integrity in this regard. 1 have appreciation for the balanced point of view

which you attempi to maintain in this capacity.
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I am in my own mind no! convinced that reconcilliation can best be
achieved by means of the procedures of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission. As a law abiding citizen of the Republic of South Alfrica, |,
however, consider mysell bound by the provisions of the Act on the

Promation of Malional Unity and Reconciliation, 1995, despite my own

serious reservalions regarding the extent in which this act will succeed in
its stated aims. In this regard the remarkable reconcilliation between the
Afrikaans and English speaking sections of our population after the
violence and attrocities of the Anglo Boer war (clearly described in the
warks of the well known authors Packenham, Stuart Cloete and Ramsay
tacDonald), could be used as a true reconciliation. This reconciliation
was achieved by closing the book on the past and locusing on the
challenges of the fulure in unity, rather than recpening the wounds of

painful experiences of the past.
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| am also deeply concerned about the fierce and unforgiving assault which
Is being launched agains! the Afrikaner and his language at all levels of
socigly. In many circles the Afrizaner is being isolated to be punished for
ali the unfavourable events in the history of South Africa.  Blatant
discrimination against the Afrikaner and his language Is rife.  In schools
and at university, on television and radio, in public life and even by our
natignal ainvays Afrikaans is being suppressed. Concern exists that the
forum of your commission is being abused and will be further abused in this

campaign of revenge against the Afrikaner.

-4 -

My personal record of political reform in systematically removing racist and
discriminatory legislation from our sociely in an orderly fashion and to
accommodate the political aspirations of all the people of South Africa in

an evolutionary manner, is there for 2ll to see. | personally initiated the

process which eventually led to the release of President Nelson Mandela.
Emotionally loaded discriminatory legislation was abolished during my

term of office:

1984 - the abolition of permits for Non-Whites to

attend White universities;

1985 - the abolition of the Mixed Marriages Act, as

well as seclion 16 of the Immorality Act;

DECLASSIFIED
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1886 the introduction of the idenltification documents

without relerence to race of the holder;

- the recognition of tha praoperty rights of Blacks;

- the abolition of influx conlro! and relaled
measures;

= the abolilion of separate courts for Blacks:

- the opening of all central business districts;

- the removal of the racial basis of the Liquor

Act;

1987 - the opening up of gll beaches;

-6 -

As a Christian and an Afrikaner | can not and have naver associated myself

with blatant murder, It would, however, now appear that there might have

been instances during the conflict of the past where individuals have

exceeded lhe limits of their authority. Such incidents are ciearly also not
limited to members of the security forces. | can not be cxpacted to take
respansibility for the actions of any such individuals. Depending on
individual circumstances, these are cases that may well qualify for the
consideration of amnesty. | stand, however, without any qualification,
behind a'l the thousands of members of the security forces, whe in the
lawful execution of their duties, bravely fought against the revalutionary
onstaught of Soviet imperialism. | have said so inthe past and | repeat it

today.

Letter from ex-president PW Botha to Arch-Bishop Tutu outlining his position on the TRC. Archived at SAHA as SAHA
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Laender Reporter
THIRTY-four  boxes of

“potenitinlly sensitive” files -
which eould contain some af
apartheid’s dorkesl secrels
collated by the Truth winal
Reconciliation Uommission

may aoon be svailable for
pu'hliu:' wiwing !'u|]l:m'n;; n
dramatic legnl breakthrough
by the Seuth African History

Archive (SAHA)

The broakthroggh mme sarli
wr this month when SAHA
|wwyors peschind an out of couar
agreement with the Depart
ment of Juslice, which under
took to relepse documanls it
recnived] from the TRC or pro-
wido valil reasons for net doing
0

Tha documents i 34 boxes
muld reveal information which
may exposs some of thy moel
bitzarn and ainiater oporobions
af the apariheld sm - and zlso
cxpost tho ANC E;vl'hu.-uln'_'t
uitempls (o Keep hem secral

The doal sanctioned by the
Tranayaal High Courl, ends a
Immum!inu haiile waped by
BA fer soovas o documents
whith goversment elaim wend
misamg afler the TRC karsdod
them 1o then Justice Minister
Dnallsh Omar in April 15956,

SAHA director, Verme Harris,
told “The Leades" this weele, the
mstly lognl battle for the files
slaried in May 2001 bul ealy

reachiod o climax with an sut of
court. selllomant  early this
onthe

The Government, sooording 1
Harria, has until June a falfill
ils ohligation 1o roleass Lthe
files |

He said the Government has
formsd 8 task Lenm o inspect
tha files ond repori to SAHA
meery Lwo wicks,

“Wo also have o foll list of the
comtents of the boxes, I they
fail to relonss the condents by
the end of June, wo will moat
eeriainly pursse Lthe cours
petion,”

Harris sabd ihess poriicular
files wore kopt ssparniely and
secreily [rem the other records
handed ower by the TR is
Covernment.

Dy efforis o gel soosss L
theso filea wore alse stilled by
the nutheritics bl we have now
estabiished that thise ffles nre
nt the offiees of the Mindster of
!nml!imﬂn-. I LN Bisulu

“We hove taken this aclion sa
n matler of principle. The gen-
iral publie wiould have have had
worioas  eifficulty in  getting
nooess Lo thess Rles, We believe
the public has o fght to mew
what is in thoss files becauss
thin right |s entrenchod in the
Bouth  African constitation,”
eaid Harria

i is net clear why the
Government wanted to Bk

(Continued on page @k

(From page 1}
access to theso files, Bome
of them could be “poten-
tially  sensitive”  hut
sccording to our knowl-
edpe the majority of the
fMics are !'nir]].- InnACACLLE
und ecould not cause any
embarrassment  to  the
authorities.”

ArTis, n former emplay-
e of the National Archive,
gaid the authorities could
hawe been reluctant to dis
elose informatien collected
by the TRC because aof a
“brogder parsnoin” within
the government.

Maanwhile, it has besn
learnt there are more than
T 000 intelligencs files on
opponents of the apartheld
regime collated by moem-
betrm of the farmer govern-
mant’s notorious security
network.

The files contain detaile
of juiled, bunned, detained
and banished activists,

According to former TR

chief investigation afficar,
Dumisa Nisebeza, most of
the documents have naver
sean the light of day, not
even during the commis
sion's hearing.

Included among the
records of former Security
Branch surveillance may
be information provided
by turmeoats or informers
that led to the ssessing-

ticn gf high profile
nelivisis, such &8s the
unsolved shooting of

University of Natal acads
mic Rick Turner in 1978,
Jody Kolappen of the
Humen Rights
Commission, said Lﬁere
was strong argument  for
the disclosure of the infar-
mation econtained in the
files becausa this would in
the public’s intorest,
Howaver, ha was
emphatic this needed Lo be
balanced with what he
argued ns “unintended
conasquences” g8 to what

TRC ‘dark secrets’
will out

this eould emotionally and
otherwise mean to those
detained, their families
and also to those connect-
ed with the informers and
former intelligence opera-
o Kol id
owever, Rolappen aar
the public had evary right
to know what happened to
the detainees during the
apartheid ragme.

He added, however, that
the issue noeded to be
“properly managed .

Kolappen alsoe paintad
out there were many fae-
tors which nesded to be
taken into consideration,
including the pumihilig af
“misinformation” at
could be in the files to
cause division amongst
the anti-apartheid forces.

“Thera could also be legal
implieations involved but
on the bronder front thers
wis A strong caso against
the preventicn of disclo-
sure,” snid Kolappen.

The Leader, 23 May 2003
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Fight over
apartheid’s
secret files
turns nasty

Law is being flouted, says body
that has been denied access

MARLENE BURGER

PRETORIA — The South African His-
tory Archives (Saha) has accused the
justice department of flouting the
legal procedures governing access to
information, including access to a file
that allegedly names informers from
the apartheid era.

Frustrated by three years of lailed
attempts to obtain 34 boxes of files
used by the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC), Saha has launched
a hlistering attack on the process out-
lined in court papers by David Poroge,
chief legal administration officer in
the department, who is responsible for
releasing state documents in terms of
the Protection of Information Act.

An affidavit filed with the Pretoria
high court on Friday by Sello Hatang,
Saha's deputy director, accuses Porogo
of dealing with the request for access
ta the files “with contempt and total
disregard” for the Constintion.

Saha also claims that Porogo has
“shamelessly lied” regarding the review
of classified information by a committee
appointed by the National Intelligence
Agency, broken "many promises” of
access and misled Saha officials.

Ar issue are more than 1 000 files,
dealing with such sensitive matters
as the assassinations of leading ANC

activist Dulcie September in Paris and
Swedish prime minister Olaf Palme,
the Steyn Report on alleged Third
Force activities involving members of

the former security forces, taxi violence,
gun-running and Project Coast, South
Africa’s chemical and biological warfare
PrOgramme.

Butitis a file marked W4T that particu-
larly interests Saha, not only because of
what it apparenty contains, but because
it has mysteriously disappeared.

For a considerable time, the where-
abouts of all 34 boxes of files used by
the TRC were unknown, with the NIA

and the justice department contradicting

one another about who had taken cus-
tody of them.

The NIA finally admitted last year that
the files had heen with the minister of
intelligence all along. Since then, they
have been transferred to the National
Archives in Pretaria for safekeeping, but
Saha has been refused access even to files
that have already been declassified,

Earlier this month, Biki Minyuku,
former chief executive of the TRC, who
was responsible for handing the hoxes
to then justice minister Dullah Omar in
1998, said there had never been a list
of informers, and that the missing file
contained only eorrespondence about

such a list,

Minyuku suggested that it might be
possible to recanstruet the file from
the TRC's electronic database,

In his affidavir, Porogo says the
intelligence review commitiee is pres-
endy “following all leads” in an effort to
lncate the “correspondence” contained

in the file. saha has rejected Porogo'’s
explanation and challenged him “to
state under oath whether or not W47 was
given to Omar If so, Saha says, Porogo
is abliged to disclose the whereabouts
of the file.

Saha also claims that legislation on
access (o information makes no provi-
sion for an intelligence review commintee
to decide what documents should and
should not be released, This is the sole
responsibility of the department’s
designated official, who is also obliged,
says Saha, to furnish reasons for excising
or masking portions of some documents,
or refusing access.

So far, no reasons have been supplied to
Saha for total denial of access 1o 296 files,
and the department has not identified
what they contain,

The case was due 1o be heard by acting
judge M] Ramagaga vesterday, but has
been postponed to give Poroga time to
reply to Saha's most recent affidavit.

This Day, 29 January 2004




The Records of the
Cradock Four

SAHA supported filmmaker David Forbes in his attempts to gain
access to records relating to the abduction and murder of the
Cradock Four - Matthew Goniwe, Sparrow Mkhonto, Fort Calata
and Sicelo Mhlauli - for a documentary intended for release in 2005
to mark the 20th anniversary of their deaths.

The Department of Justice was persistently obstructive in releasing

the relevant case records, going as far as approaching the Cradock

Four widows directly and, in clear contravention of the Promotion

of Access to Information Act (PAIA), forcing them to sign affidvits

refusing the release of the records. When faced with litigation,
the Department finally relented and released the documents to

SAHA, but not before delaying the production of the film passed its

memorial date.

Extracts in the following pages, revealing evidence of the state-
sanctioned abduction and murder of the Cradock 4, are archived at
SAHA as SAHA Collection AL2878. The news article on page 65 is
reproduced with the kind permission of the newspaper involved.
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1985/06/24
A/O NMaoki
1985/06/23
.14
. Ternies
THEMRIIE LUMKEQ SEARSLIVG GET
MATTHEY GONIWE (OF4/2250)
S /45500
1+ Borrroemde bron rapporteer dat
Thembile LUNEQ Unbelkand
op B85/0G/°3 vanaf llofmeyr met
. Matthew GONIVWE (0r4/2850) s4/unGro

ig verbinding was.
Hieronder volg % uittreksel uit die rpeanrek

tussen Lumko en Goniwe wat van velligheidshe-
lang i=.
2e LUIMKO: I just wanted to report to you that

GENREIM By

Secret security police report including transcript of telephone conversation with Matthew Goniwe, compiled by
Eric Winter, commander of Cradock Security Police, the week before the abduction and murder of the Cradock 4.
Document archived at SAHA as SAHA Collection AL2878 — A2.2.15.28 (page 1 of 2)
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the boers end the police were prnv&king us so we stoned thenm,
they ran to towm. We chased another black policeman hera
in the townshlp, he could not run and we caurht him. ie've
beaten him up ond took his service revolver.
GUNINE: Where is the rovolver now?
Iumheo: It 15 here with me.
GONIVE: Hey man you'll he shot there by the police. I den't
know what advice to give you, but as I say you are husy with
a difficult hattle which you will net win, Uhat wou can do
try and restore peace there,
a1 IYRECHE
. Matthew GOMTLNE (CPW/285%0) S4/N3650
Thembile LUITO = s/man ven flofmezr. tmheland

Die Afd:-linpebevelvoorder
Veiligheidestalk
AFDELING COSTRILINT MOvVINAIE

1« Vir u inligting.

2. Die Takbevelvoerder, Veiligheidstalk, Middelburp(Kaap
was op 1985/05/23 telefonies in{:elié ran hagenojemde‘)
inligting,

MAJOOR
VRITIGHRIDETAK
E.F.!", YWINTER

TAKBEVELVOERDER
. CRADOCH

e

SEHEIN

Secret security police report including transcript of telephone conversation with Matthew Goniwe, compiled by
Eric Winter, commander of Cradock Security Police, the week before the abduction and murder of the Cradock 4.
Document archive at SAHA as SAHA Collection AL2878 — A2.2.15.28 (page 2 of 2)
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HESIDENTS ASS. (CRADGRA -5.9/823) PLATTELAKDSE CROGAGISE INDIK
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CD0S=KaAD

1. OGP BI/05/13 WET NWR. JKAP STHYOOLR, HOOF DIREKTCUR yh . M1E

UEPT. SAHEWERKLIHG OHTWIKKELING EN ONDERWYS 'R VERGADCRING BELE
‘ By bIE EUHNANDO HUGFEWARTIER TE CRAGOCK HET BETREKKIKG T¢

bt SKULE SITUASIE TE CHADUCEK. ‘

f. PEKSGHE TEENWUORDIG BY FLE VERGADER INWG: =
C1IVHKNR . JAAP STHYDUN - HOUGF DIREXTEUR =DEFT. SAHEWEREIKG OChT= .
WIEKEML NG EN OKDERuYS,
.0 FifsK o JAN VERHAGE = DIKLETLUR VAl DEPLARKING ,
CIPTRUHHARDANT o, HaRa1S, /06, CRADOCK KUOREANDG,
('I.?’ Hk, F. GERGUEH - VOURSITTER VAN DLE ALSLE KGHITEL,

() HAJ, CaLLTZ - DISTHIRSEGHNALGALT, (RADGLE,

L&) HAJ. w.F.i. WINTER, TARGEVELVUERDER, V/Th, CRADOCK.

§\1 YDENS DIE VERGAVERING HET HNK. STRYDLGH GEMELL DAT Sy bEPT,
5\{\-

Wl

SEARJEK LURWEGING SKOKK Aili DIC HERAARSTELLING VAN MATT By,

ﬁf EwE & U W ) W E, Hr HET ULIE VERGAVERIRG GUK HEEGEDEEL i
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\gQ}Q:l SKAKLLLING TUSSEN REV. BLACKUURN, SIEN HIERDIE KANTGOR SE
GUOREYUE KRR UP 1ITTT GED. £5/04/26 KAl SEKSIE U.1. ONDER Di-SERIF ;
Ao VIHITVRUY PULLY BLACKGUKRN : OKG, UKITED DEMGLRATIC FRUNT ubf)-
’{,‘ 3--ul.umsuw FET HhR. J. STHYDOH, HUOFUIREKTEUR, DEPT. OLDER,vS
- \ En GPLEIDING BSFOL/1T,

STER VAN WET Eh GRDE AAN P.E. MULKDELING DEuR LIE AFDELINGSGE=
VELVOEKLER WAN MUH GURGEDKA, DIE FINISTER MET ONHIDUDELLIK FET
§\$ viL hARTOUR VAl VIE RINISTER VAN SAKCUERKIKG ONTWIKKELING £l

é%}% G- WILRDIE IRLIGTING 1S OP BS/05/23 TYDEWS LESOEK DEUR D € Hing=

UVLUVERWYS Te KARPSTAD JH VEMBINUING LETREE MET DJLE VEHSGE!. DAT
LIE HEHAiiiBTELIHh VAN GONIWE AGTERKEE GEWOU WORD TUT TYD [n

J
\% WYL MINISTER M E GRANGLE DIE AANGELEENTHE D UF B5/U5/24 MET KiNf=

CLSPHEK HET,

STER VipyuEl
' A
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Top secret security police situational report from Lft Col Strydom to police headquarters in Pretoria, dated 25 May

i j SAHA Collection
i ks before the abduction and murder of the Cradock 4 . Document archived at SAHA as
10 shwedisbe AL2878 - A2.2.15.24 (page 1 of 2)
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vl MIRISTER HLT ULHShLK AT DIE 1ﬁuuu- Viti HIEwublD LEiz)L o
Suf0br2s PLESUONLIR DEUR L, =ihd, SCHUTTE FAN HOB QULHIGDIL
UuRD wAAR Y 'R O RABINLTSKOHITEE vERGRECKHING TE PRETOHIA LYuuwGl.

G, O "W G.b.S5. VERGADERING OH OYH30 OGP ELJO5/23 6iC1 Dof STROCL=
CIRLETLUR val SAGCWOREJRG ORTwIRSLLIKG Cf OLUDEWwTS Mk, FoLGOLDT
mleRirJE VERGULLE BEVESTIG.

7. DIE AFDELINGSUCVELVUERDLK, V/TAK, FLE, LT.KOL. Skyfiah weT
TOK STERKSTE GESwAAR TEEN H][HDJE vuuPETEL ARKLETENER , GFDAT
BLRLWERS HATYHEW GUNIWE SE GEORTYWIGHEDE TE CRADODLK, GRAARFF RE]=
b7 EN CGHLJIGGENDE PLaTVELANLSCE GEUJEVE AS PLATILLANDSE GRIANI=
SLEKUEH VAN DIE waD.Fo, oY WO wp 19YT7/0%/01 10T & Jhbe CIvalkGE=
NISSTHAF GEVUNNLS 15 Ih 'ULE HOUGGEWEGSHOF, UKTATA WEEKS Cif bE=
VUHDERING VAWK DIC DOELSTELLINLS WAL KUBKHUNISHE,

£. DDLU VERGADERING HET MIERDLIC STANOPUNT EERKTAKRIGC ONDERS IRYF
LnT HATTHEW GONIWE KIL HERAANGESTEL MUET WOKRD kIE, EN 'H

. UHINGENDE DJT AN DACH VUEGE SUU VAKULAG hOG AAN [uE STAATSUIEILIG=
HEJUDSHAAD GESTUUN WORD Lk DLE VEHBAND.

Y. DRON, . - BEKIG DAT MEV, DBLACEBURE OGP S55/05/22 WET M.TTHIw
CubiluwE AW VERUBINDING WhS EW DEEL HUM KEL OF OGP SOKDAG E57)15/26
Saan MET TWEE ANDER WA PLE. TuE KOM VIR "H ONTHOETING MET bDIE
VOLGENDE P.F.P, = L. V"% := . :

C1) OH., VAN Z2YL SLABGERT

(2) MHE, ANUKEW SAVAGE
L L3) MUK, FROURCHUFT.

$Y LAAKT HRAR 00K S005 vOLG UlT = *' wE WouLD LIKE you TG LE
HOHE WiTH UikE Uk Teo £PhDuLF PEGPLE. WL uﬁnT THE H,.P'S TO ELGr
HURE auuuT THE w.b.F.

10. HATTHEW GUNIWE 15 OF LIE STHEEKSUITVOEREUDE KGMITEE v K b1E

U, o.F., GOS-KRAP UP E5/03703 VERKJIES TUT PLATTELAKDSE ORG: NI1SECH=
GER (RAKUYU STHEEK) WAT BENIWELS LHALGLCK DIE VOLGERDEC DGRPL [H=
SLuiT:-

SUhtkstT-UUs, COUKHUUSE, BEDFORD, ADELALLE, *PEARSTUN, NOU! GOKRT
HIDOELUURG (K), MAKUVEH, HGFMEZER, STETNSBURG. !
TERK EINDE 5T Tﬁar Tk vEnvuu HET LIE U,.D.F, QUS-KAAP STRLCT 'm™
VUuERTULG TOT 5Y BESKIKKING GESTEL. BESOLDEMMEDE MAN VOERTLIG 15

SUUS VOLG := VULKSKALEN LANKIE, &Ee. ik, Cl.24587, GEREGI:TREEnEP24ISE
Ll WAKIL VAW DERRICK SWARTL, Buu ~PRICESTRAAT 12, HlLL$lﬁE F.E., DJE
ALGEHENE SEKRETAKLS VAN nfE OUS-KARP STREEK WAL DIE u.D, F SIER

uuk AFD. S.w.D, SE DJ/T WERW. NE. SWO.I13/L30/18 C(KAPT. DEYSEL)

BERIG WK. © GEL, B5/05/22, OWUER DIE GPSERIF '' uUNITED DEFG=

CHRATLIL FROAT C(UDF=5,137436), MATTHEW GOWJWE HET OP ES105/16

DIE VOERTULG IN UNTVAWGS GENEER,

11, KOGHMENTAAR : LT.KOL. SHYHAN:=
DLT WORD VERHUED DAT DLIE HERAANSTELLING VAN HATTHEW GONIwE ER
FURT CALATA (5.4703442) BY HJEthE SAMEKUMS BESPHEEK SAL KORD,
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Top secret security police situational report from Lft Col Strydom to police headquarters in Pretoria, dated 25 May
1985, six weeks before the abduction and murder of the Cradock 4 . Document archived at SAHA as SAHA Collection
AL2878 —A2.2.15.24 (page 2 of 2)



Why is the government

refusing
access to Cradock Four

records?

HY is the minkster of Justice
w refusing access to records
and exhibits that have al

rendy been put in the public domain du-
ring the TR Cradock Four amnesty
hearings?

Several years ago, filmmaker David
Forbes began making a docimentary
ubout the Cradock Four, which aimed at
reflecting on the Hves of four local men,
whaoae refusal to accept apartheid op
pression resulted in thedr ‘climination”
by local police, thelr permanent re-
murval from thelr familbes and comma-
mities

‘To asdist with resenrch and footage
for the documentary Forbes submitted
& request pursaant to the Promotion of
Access (o Information Act (Paka) for the
transeripts of, and documents present:
ed at, the open THC Amnesty Hearings
into thi deaths of the Cradock Four,

The Department of Justice, the cis-
teufian of the records in the possessdon
af the Nutional Archives amd Records
Service, refused the request, citing ren
sons of UMrd party privacy and poten-
tial prejudice b ongolng erimina in-
vestigations,

The refusal was inexplicable, partic.
ularly because the majority of the tran-
scripts were alresdy published (almos
im thedr totality) on the websile of the
department.

In June 2005, the South African His
tory Archive (Saha), oo behall of

INSIGHT
Kate Allan

Forbes, indtiated High Court procecd
Ings against Minigter of Justico Bridgot
Mabandla snd the 54 National
Archives and Records Serviee challen
Eing their rofusal of access,

In response, the minster released
copics of the franscripls of Uthe hears
ez, and two documents tithed Biolog-
fenl backgrownd and Map overfay. The
transcripls provided, however, were not
n complete sef, and (he map overlsy
was simply o photocopisd page from
the strect directory of the Porl Elke-
nbeth region

Thir minister, in providing further
reasons for refusing access Lo the ex-
hibits, argued that disclosure would
breach the privacy of third parties as it
woubd disclose thedr personal informa-
tion. [t would also, she clalmad, im-
plicabe and defume third parties, cause
triumin 1o the vietims' families, offond
the public, reasonably endanger the
lves or physical safety of individuals
named in the document= angd prejudice
ongoing investigntions.

The minister aleo refused access on
the basis that records of the South A
can Police, the State Security Council,
anil the Eastern Cape Joinl M *age-
ment Centre were cabinet recor : and
were therefore nol subject to Paia

The THL legislation made provision
that upon the commencemment of an
amnesty committes hearing, confiden-
tinlity of investigations materials amd
amnesty applications lapsed.

Eemarkahly, the minister, in justify-
ing her refusal, claims that she cannot
say with certainty that ihe hearings
were indewd puhlic

Even more ifisturhing is the alleged
intimidatinn and coercion used by the
Department of Justien to obiain af-
davits from thie widows of Fort Calata
and Sparrow Mkhonto that state they
oppose the release of the materials
sauEht by Saho and Forbes

Recent discussions with Nomonde
Calata (Fort Calala’s wifed reveal that
both her and Mkhonto's wife, Sindizwa,
were allegedly visited withoat nothoe by
representatives of the Department of

Austioe, who subsequently pressared

them into signing the afdavils (o
which thoy felt they had no chojee but
1o aftest

Loth widows have now provided
eworn counfer-alffidavils in which they
diseribe the pressure placed upon
thesim, rovok thelr objections, amd state

"Does anyone wish to hide
information or is it simply
an overcautious response to
a lack of knowiedge?”

thit they agres bo the rebease of the
records to Forbes.

Why Is the minister refising secess?
Mary of the docaments have been read
into the amnesty hearing record, aired
on television and redio broadeasis apd
handed to pournalista. All of the doc
wmenls requesiod have been provided
o the unswccessful amnesty appllcants
{and therefore the likely suspects in
aurrent criminal investigations) and
thetlr legal representatives theoagh tha
amnesty hearing process

What do the records reveal thal has
ol alresdy boen made publieT I Ehisy
do dischoae information which has nod
Been revealed, Ba% the puibBe emiiled
1o know? Does anyone wish Lo hide the
information, or i it stmply an ower-
calibious response bo o lack of Koow]-
edge of what thoy may reveal?

Fortws aml Saha remakn commblied
b0 pursudng acoess (o these materials to
ensure (hat the original principles in-
forming the TRC are sdhered to, the
public ks afforded the etk as is its
right, and government I8 compliant
with its obligations to mainiain an open
and accountable demacratic
ment which upholds the right of secess
o informatson as provided for in the
Constilution

Kate Allan is the Freedom of Informa-
tirm Progrmme Co-ordinador af the
South African History Archive

Daily Dispatch, 23 May 2006




The TRC Database

“The TRC database represents one of the

most remarkable archival collections in

the country and belongs to the nation.”
- TRC Report Volume 4, p. 578

SAHA has made several attempts to access the database:

20006
SAHA submitted an access to information request to the
Department of Justice (DOJ) to obtain an anonymised copy of the
TRC Human Rights Violation database in order to make it more
widely accessible for further statistical analysis of violations under
apartheid, reported to the TRC, to complement and build on the
work of the TRC.

In response to the 2006 request, the DOJ sent
correspondence to 22,000 South Africans who submitted statements
to the TRC, erroneously claiming that SAHA has requested all their
personal data stored on the TRC database.

This was something that SAHA had explicitly stated it did not
want. The access to information request was ultimately refused
on grounds of privacy, demonstrating the DOJ’s basic lack of
understanding of the request process.

2009
SAHA re-submitted the request once more stating clearly that
SAHA did not want access to victims’ names, addresses and
other identifying data. This request was also refused as was the
subsequent internal appeal.

September 2009
The Minister of Justice overturned previous refusals to release
the TRC database to SAHA but, as of April 2011, the fifteenth
anniversary since the opening of the TRC, the DOJ has not yet
provided SAHA with these records.
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Please gquote our full reference number in all correspondence

QOur reference: T/6/8 HF Schoon

Your Reference:

Enquiries: X1898

E-mall: Liabuschagnof@justice.gov.za

Mr H F Schoon

South African History Archives
P.O.Box 31719
BRAAMFONTEIN

2017

Tel: (011) 717 1941 7 074 306 7327
Fax: (011) 717 1964

Cear Mr Schoon

INTERNAL APPEAL SUBMITTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROMOTION OF
ACCESS TO INFORMATION ACT, 2000 (ACT NO.2 OF 2000)

| refer to your appeal dated 29 June 2009, submitted on behalf of the South African History
Archives (SAHA) on the above matter.

After carefully considering the grounds upon which you base your appeal, | have pleasure to
inform you that | have decided to overturn the Deputy Information Officer's decision to refuse
you the requested information

As stated in your appeal, the information you requested regarding the TRC's victims'
database is of a generic nature relating to atrocities that were reported to the TRC. |, have
therefore instructed the Department to severe from the records to be made available to you,
viclims personal details. This process may take a while as the TRC victims' database is
quite a voluminous document.

Letter from Minister Radebe overturning previous refusals by the Department of Justice to give SAHA access
to the database, 28 August 2009. Over a year later, his instruction had still not been implemented by his
departmental staff. (page 1 of 2)
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Kindly contact Ms M Raswiswi, the Deputy Information Officer, at telephone number 012 315
1730, for further information regarding the collection of the requested information. Kindly
also note that there is a production fee payable and the abovementioned official will inform
you how much is payable for the requested documents

| hope that you will find the above in order,

Kind regards

¥ -‘?J..;_r,:;:'l_'.
Mr J T RADEBE, M P
MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

DATE: — =/

J & f W

Letter from Minister Radebe overturning previous refusals by the Department of Justice to give SAHA access
to the database, 28 August 2009. Over a year later, his instruction had still not been implemented by his
departmental staff. (page 2 of 2)



