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Julia N/ Vosloorus – Zulu Section

Julia N (not her real name) does not want to be identified – she is now living in a 
hostel where her former enemies live.  She is aware that these issues are unresolved 
and have not been dealt with by these people.  She believes exposing herself could 
be dangerous.
At the beginning of the violence in 1990, Julia was living with her family near 
the Nguni hostel in Zulu section.  At this stage the hostel was a mixed community 
(Sothos, Xhosas and Zulus). One night she heard noise in the night, a lot of people 
crying – she didn’t know what was happening. The next morning there were 
roadblocks and no transport to get to work. “The Zulus were very angry … there 
were many in MC Botha Street … the soldiers took bodies that were lying in 
the streets into the hostel … most of the dead were Xhosas … we couldn’t go to 
work…. Xhosa-speaking hostel dwellers were running away.”
After this there were attacks on residences in the location from the hostel. Julia’s 
brother –who lived in the family house –was abducted by hostel dwellers who came 
to the house in 1992.  This was during a period when the rumour was that the hostel 
dwellers would kill or chase away all the men in the location, and a lot of people 
were running away at that time. The family found her brother’s body, stabbed and 
burnt, in Diepkloof mortuary (in Soweto – on the far side of the Rand).

Pic:  Press photograph of police escourting an armed IFP crowd in the early 1990s 
-- visually echoed in Julia’s drawing opposite.
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There were many rumours about spies, worries about who could be trusted.
Relations between the community and the hostels before the violence erupted had 
been relatively good – it wasn’t really clear what led to the breakdown and rapid 
escalation of violence in the early 1990s.
Julia drew strong images about certain things.  She shows bodies thrown into 
municipal dustbins.  She commented on relationships with the police: “sometimes 
they did a good job, and protected us … others say they were the perpetrators .. 
white soldiers with blacked up faces .. those in blue uniforms,  they did protect us 
near the hostel …..”
After her brother was killed, Julia ran away from the family home to her sister’s 
place in Rockville, Vosloorus. She stayed there for 10 years. But an incident at her 
workplace prompted the move - Julia also experienced violence in the workplace.  
Julia worked at that time at a factory in Boksburg, where she was a shop steward. 
There was conflict on the shop floor between Zulu elements who were opposed 
to the union and seen as collaborating with management – “The Zulus wanted to 
kill the shopstewards, they didn’t understand issues of workers’ representation. 
The situation at work was very dangerous – some people were killed – the names 
of shopstewards were on a list”.  Youths from the hostel  armed with automatic 
weapons came to the house looking for Julia, but she gave them the wrong 
information claiming the person they were looking for lived in another street.  This 
incident prompted her to flee.
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13/1 52 unclaimed bodies in Germiston mortuary.

26/1 Lawyers for Human Rights call for 
independent inquiry of Phola Park violence; 
produce 20 affidavits claiming that whites in 
blackface were among the attackers.

25/3:  Police attack “illegal” ANC meeting in 
Daveyton, shooting 11 (later said to be 18) plus 
one policeman killed.  17 bodies found in Alex and 
Tembisa over weekend.

On-going violence and deaths occur throughout 
this period, reports of bodies “found” in 
townships without descriptions of specific 
attacks, or causes of deaths.  April 5:   police 
say  320 deaths occurred in Thokoza alone since 
August 1990.  32 Battalion sets up an armed base 
in the centre of Tokoza.

8/4  Inkatha holds rally in Emdeni Stadium near 
Katlehong; Inkatha supporters now living in 
Mandela camp say they are attacked by people 
from Holomisa squatter camp (many of whom 
said to be refugees from Mandela camp); 6 killed.  
Holomisa residents say Inkatha attacked them 
first.  Police put razor wire around Mandela camp.  
In the next two days, eighteen people die and 200 
shacks are destroyed.

11/4 Katlehong, Vosloorus and Thokoza declared 
unrest areas, 9pm to 4 am curfew.

1/5 (May Day) gunmen in car shoot dead 5 men, 1 
woman, all ANC supporters, at Natalspruit Hospital 
taxi rank; police shoot at youths going to Daveyton 
May Day rally, 1 killed.
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10/5 2000 Xhosa hostel dwellers march to Tembisa’s 
Sethokga hostel; people inside hostel fire on crowd, killing 
six.

12/5 800 IFP supporters attack Swanieville squatter camp, 
29 killed.

3/6 Phola Park residents attack and demolish two Thokoza 
hostels, leaving 6000 hostel dwellers homeless.

24/7 7 killed in clashes between COSATU-alligned and IFP-
alligned unions at East Rand factory.

17/08  ANC calls for stayaway to demand end to violence, 
progress in talks.

9/9 ANC and Inkatha plan to sign a National Peace 
Initiative. Gunmen shoot Inkatha group marching to a rally 
at Thokoza stadium, killing 23 people; Inkatha supporters 
kill  residents in retaliation: within three days over 100 
people killed (including shooting at people in busses, train 
stations)  (see Michael Phama story, pages 24-27)

Goldstone Commission to investigate violence on East 
Rand. 
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30/9  Gunmen in car shoot dead Civic Association of Southern 
Transvaal general secretary Sam Ntuli in Thokoza; Mandela 
blames apartheid death squads.

8/10   Men in white minibus fire on crowd of 12000 at Sam 
Ntuli’s funeral, despite heavy police presence:  police report 18 
dead. ANC says over 20 dead, including 3 shot by police in a 
hippo, and other police also shot crowd.  ANC officials identify 
two police officers that mourners say shot them, and identify 
car registraton number of police car used in shooting.  Police 
and Defence force deployed.

11/10 Seven to 11 people killed in an attack on a minibus.  
Attack on a train in Wadeville kills 3 commuters, but  
commuters overwhelm gunmen; they are handed to police 
and hospitalized.  One says he was offered R90 000 to attack 
train; police removed gunmen from hospital under guard, but 
apparently they were not brought to trial.

1/11:  6 SADF commando units deployed to East Rand trouble-
spots

Timeline: 1991
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