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27/2 21 killed in Reef over the weekend.  Thokoza residents shoot 
dead 5 men in a kombi; residents claim they killed men in kombi who 
were engaged in train violence; that one of those killed was white; 
also that police killed one person after the attack on the kombi.  
Later, men in a truck shoot five people dead on Khumalo street. 

28/2 Woman describes ritual killings of abducted residents in 
Thokoza hostel, provides names and details to press.

29/2  Police helicopter fires on outdoor meeting in Holomisa squatter 
camp; 1 killed.

16/3 5 people shot dead “execution style” in Katlehong; 2 dead at 
Mazibuko hostel.

30/3  ANC claims SADF soldiers in armoured vehicles shoot at homes 
in Tokoza, assault people – SADF denies this; gunmen in unmarked 
cars shoot 2 dead; residents lay charges, police deny any charges 
were laid.

5/4  Over 20 people killed in fighting in Crossroads (Katlehong), 
64 shacks destroyed; Crossroads residents (now pro-Inkatha) 
say attackers were from Holomisa squatter camp (expelled from 
Crossroads in fighting in 1990).

8/4:  Soldiers from 32 Battalion attack Phola Park, kill 2 women, 
injure over 100; rape “several”; residents say the was the third 
attack by 32 Battalion in a week – SADF denies it.  

9/4 Zonki’Zizwe camp attacked, 4 killed; possible link to Crossroads 
attack.

12/4 SADF withdraws one company attached to 32 Battalion, but 
SADF remains present: residents lay charges against 32 Battalion 
soldiers.  Goldstone Commission to investigate.

27/5  Police claim to be investigating 37 murders by Phola Park self-
defence unit.  ANC calls for mass action to force negotiations.

19/6:  Men shoot 5 dead at Daveyton station; gunmen in kombi kill 9 
in Evaton.

22/6  Between 5 and 13 people shot dead at Vosloorus shebeen

In week of June 16, over 100 people killed in violence in Transvaal 
(from police reports of bodies found).

August report:  police have sealed Phola Park for the past three 
months (from May), using razor wire to cordon area and conduct  
regular searches; police claim that from January 1992 to May there 
were 147 armed attacks on police, and 400 acts of violence.

November:  Goldstone Commission uncovers military Directorate of 
Covert Collection operations that aimed to discredit ANC by linking 
SDUs & ANC leaders to drugs, prostitutes, and crime.

Timeline: 1992
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Themba Dube/
Katlehong,Dube Street, Hlongwane Section

Themba had polio as a child, and uses crutches.
Dube Street was named after Themba’s father, who was a local induna.  This Zulu 
connection saved him at a later stage.
There is a block of flats located between Twala Section and Phenduka Section 
(Katlehong).  In the early 90s, the hostel dwellers used the vantage points of the up-
per floors of the building to shoot at people on the road, and children in the nearby 
schools. Houses in the area were attacked and burnt.
The DH Williams Hall was where the community gathered for meetings. The hall 
was attacked and shot at on numerous occasions (because of what it stood for in the 
community).   Shops in the vicinity were set on fire. Many houses were vandalized. 
Today, the shells of many of these houses remain; they have never been repaired.
Sometime around 1993, Themba was with his brother and uncle in a van delivering 
beer in Katlehong, when the van came under attack, shot at by people in the hostel. 
Themba’s brother and uncle ran away, leaving him stranded in the vehicle.  The 
leader of the attackers was Cebekhulu, a local taxi owner who was a ‘big guy’ in the 
community. He recognized Themba as the son of the induna from Hlongwane sec-
tion and ‘rescued’ Themba, putting him for safe-keeping in an abandoned house in 
Twala Section, where he was later found by an Internal Stability Unit ‘detail’, who 
took him home.
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